

http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu

2021 -2022 RVC COLLEGE CATALOG

RVC ACRONYMS | RockValleyCollege.edu/ABC

[ A Y3

AARC
AAS.
ABE
ACEC
ACES
AES.
AS.
ADA
ADA
AGS.
ALAS
AP
ASCP
ASE
AST
AST*
ATA
ATC
ATG*
ATIM
ATLE

ATM*
ATS*
AVM*
AY

B:

BELL
BHCC
BHM
BIO*
BIT
BLRH
BPI
BoT
BR#
BS
BST
BSU
BUS*

C
CAP
CAREER

C-CERT

DWP

Associate of Arts Degree

American Association for Respiratory Care

Associate in Applied Science Degree

Adult Basic Education

Aviation Career Education Center

Agricultural, Consumer, & Environmental Sciences

Associate in Engineering Science Degree

Associate in Science Degree

American Dental Association

Americans with Disabilities Act

Associate in General Studies Degree

Association for Latin American Students (Student Org.)

Advanced Placement (testing)

American Society for Clinical Pathology (Phlebotomy)

Adult Secondary Education

Association of Surgical Technology

Astronomy

Academic & Transfer Advising

Advanced Technology Center

Accounting

Accelerated Training in Manufacturing

Academy for Teaching and Learning Excellence
Dept. (Faculty Development Center)

Automotive Technology

Atmospheric Science

Aviation Maintenance Technology

Academic Year

Bachelor of Arts

Bell School Road Center

Black History and Culture Committee
Black History Month

Biology

Behavioral Intervention Team
Boiler House

Business and Professional Institute
Board of Trustees

Board (of Trustees) Report Number
Bachelor of Science

Bengt Sjostrom Theatre (Starlight)
Black Student Union (Student Org.)
Business

Campus Activities Board (Student Org.)
Career Advancement Program
Comprehensive Agreement Regarding the
Expansion of Educational Resources
Campus - Community Emergency
Response Team
Community & Continuing Education
Child Development Associate Credential
Career Education Association of
North Central lllinois
Campus Emergency Operations Plan
Computers and Information Systems
Chemistry
College Level Examination Program (testing)
Classroom Building |
Classroom Building Il
Center for Learning in Retirement
Certified Nursing Assistant
Computer Numeric Controlled
Commission on Accreditation of Respiratory Care
Commission on Dental Accreditation
Mass Communication
Certified Production & Inventory Mgmt
Certified Professional Secretary Examination
Criminal Justice
Certified Respiratory Therapist

Dental Hygiene Program
Dean of Students

Disability Support Services
Dislocated Worker Program

I : b1dg.) Administration Building

EAGLE
EAT*
ECE*
ECE
ECO*
EDC
EDGAR
EDU*
EET*

Electronic Advanced Group Learning Environment
Engineering and Technology

Early Childhood Education

Education Credential Evaluators

Economics

Employee Development Committee

Education Dept. General Administrative Regulations
Education

Electronic Engineering Technology

EGR*  Engineering
ENG*  English
EP Emergency Preparedness
ERC Educational Resource Center
ESL English as a Second Language
ESP Educational Support Personnel
I f v1dg) Bamssito
FA Financial Aid Dept.
FAFSA  Free Application for Federal Student Aid
FERPA  Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
FLD*  Fluid Power
FMP Facilities Master Plan
FOIA Freedom of Information Act
FOP Fraternal Order of Police
FPOM  Facilities Planning, Operations, and
Maintenance Dept.
FRE* Fire Science
FRN*  French
FSEOG  Federal Supplemental Education
Opportunity Grant
FSO Faculty Support Office
FWS*  Fitness, Wellness, and Sport
FY Fiscal Year
K < v14g) pianoLab
GAT*  Graphic Arts Technology
GECC  General Education Core Curriculum
GED General Education Development (now HSE)
GEL*  Geology
GPA Grade Point Average
GPA Gay Pride Alliance (Student Org.)
GRC Grade Review Committee
GRM*  German
GSC Getting Started Center
GSS Getting Started Session
m HCCTP  Highway Construction Careers Training Program
HEARRR  Higher Education Alliance for the
Rock River Region
HHM  Hispanic Heritage Month
HLC Higher Learning Commission
HLT*  Health
HR Human Resources Dept.
HSC Health Sciences Center
HSE High School Equivalency (formerly GED)
HST*  History
HUM*  Humanities
Il tinois Artcutation nitative
1B International Baccalaureate (testing)
IBHE lllinois Board of Higher Education
ICAPS  Integrated Career & Academic Preparation System
1CCB lllinois Community College Board
ICCFA lllinois Community College Faculty Association
ICCTA lllinois Community College Trustees Association
1CTS lllinois Certification Testing System
IDPH  lllinois Department of Public Health
IEP Intensive English (Language) Program
IFSI Illinois Fire Service Institute
1GP Intensive GED (General Education Dev.) Program
R Institutional Research Dept.
ISAC lllinois Student Assistance Commission
1SS Intercultural Student Services
IT Information Technology Dept.
JCSM  Karl J. Jacobs Center for Science & Math
JIAC Jobs & Innovation Accelerator Challenge
Engineering Program
JIET-A Joint Institute for Engineering &
Technology Aerospace
IMC Japanese Multimedia & Culture Club (Student 0rg.)
n KPI Key Performance Indicator
LEED  Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design
LIT* Literature
LMS Learning Management System
MAP Monetary Award Program
McC Multicultural Club (Student Org.)
MEC*  Mechatronics
MET*  Manufacturing Engineering Technology
MKT*  Marketing
MGT*  Management

MHA
MTH*
Mus*

B o

NBRC
NEOC

NMST
NFA
NIMS
NJCAA
NRS*
NSW

| o [
I e«

PAR
PC*
PCT*
PTK

PEC
PGE*
PHL*
PLB*
PHY*
POM
PRS
PSA

SRS

START
STU*
SURS

T
o7
THE*

VI,

WEB*
WEI
WHM
WLD*
WTC

KEY

Mental Health Act
Mathematics
Music

Nursing Aide
National Board for Respiratory Care
Non-Violence Education and

Outreach Committee
North Main Street Center
National Fire Academy
National Institute for Metalworking Skills
National Junior College Athletic Assoc.
Nursing Programs
New Student Welcome

Office of the State Fire Marshal

Promoting An Inclusive Community
(Diversity Committee)

Performing Arts Room

Personal Computer Information

Personal Computer Technical Specialist

Phi Theta Kappa (Student 0rg.)

Physical Education

Physical Education Center

Physical Geography

Philosophy

Phebotomy

Physics

Plant Operations & Maintenance Dept.

Print Services Dept.

Professional Staff Association

Political Science

Programming Service Request (IT)

Psychology

Procurement and Technical Assistance Center

Rock Valley Academic Institute for
Successful Employment

Reading

Registered Nurse

Registered Respiratory Therapists
Refugee & Immigrant Program
Respiratory Care Program

Rock Valley College

Rock Valley College Downtown

Rock Valley College Police Department

Speakerphone Alert System
Spring Brook House
Student Center
Stenstrom Center for Career Education
Supply Chain Management
Strategic Enrollment Management
Sustainable Energy Systems
Student Government Association (Student Org.)
Student Learning Outcomes
Society of Manufacturing Engineers
Sociology
Speech
Spanish
Students for Responsible
Environmental Sustainable (Student Org.)
Student Retention & Success
Support Staff Association
Support Services Building
Student Success Workshops
Student Admissions Relations Team
Student Development
State Universities Retirement System

Transportation, Distribution, and Logisitics
Truck Driver Training
Theatre

Volunteer Incentive Program

Web Information Technology
Workforce Equity Initiative
Women’s History Month

Welding Technology

Woodward Technology Center

* =
bolded type =
italic type =

academic abbreviation
building or location
RVC Employee Group


http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/abc

Welcome to the ..
Golden Eagle Family!

5

You will often hear me say “we are RVC Strong because our community is strong.” RVC Strong means a
lot of different things, but what does it mean to you as a student? It means you are a part of something
bigger than yourself. It means you have a community of faculty, staff, administrators, and fellow students
who are here to support you to make sure your time at RVC is not only a success, but an experience you
will look back on years from now and remember as life-changing.

We are a student-focused institution. That means everyone who works here, in everything we do, should
be focused on making RVC a better place for you to learn, grow, and thrive.

We do that through faculty engagement with students, even amidst the challenges of a primarily online
environment. We do it by providing you with valuable resources, including peer tutoring, academic
advising, personal counseling, and online learning support. We do it by providing opportunities

to immerse yourself in the RVC culture through student organizations, campus events, athletics,
intramurals, and the arts.

As your president, it's my responsibility to support your success as a student. When the time comes that
we can welcome more students back for in-person classes, you will see me out and about on campus.
Don't hesitate to approach me or just say “hello.” In the meantime, | have hosted “Eat & Greet” virtual
sessions where students could have a conversation with me about their RVC experience and how | can
help make it better. Be on the lookout for various ways | will engage with students throughout the year.

At Rock Valley College, we are dedicated to providing you with exceptional education and training
opportunities, but we are also committed to making it a place where everyone feels welcome and
supported. Like a family. Because we are better together.

We are RVC Strong.

7 M-\

Dr. Howard J. Spearman
President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO)
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Accreditation & Recognition

Rock Valley College is recognized by many national, regional,
and state agencies. The college is accredited by The Higher
Learning Commission (HLC) and is a member of the North
Central Association of Colleges and Schools. Rock Valley College
is recognized by the Illinois Board of Higher Education and by
the lllinois Community College Board (ICCB).

Mission Statement

Rock Valley College empowers students and community through
lifelong learning.

Vision Statement

Rock Valley College empowers the community to grow as a
society of learners through well-designed educational pathways,
leading to further education, rewarding careers, cultural
enrichment, and economic-technological development.

Core Values

Learner-Centered Community
Rock Valley College is dedicated to providing affordable lifelong
learning opportunities that foster student success.

Mutual Respect

At all times, Rock Valley College upholds the dignity of each
individual by being ethical, respectful, fair, and courteous in
communications and actions.

Excellence

Rock Valley College maintains high expectations for teaching
and learning and holds itself accountable for promoting
continuous improvement.

Diversity

Rock Valley College promotes, celebrates, and embraces
differences, including cultural and ethnic diversity and diversity
of thought.

Collaboration

Rock Valley College fosters innovative, enriching partnerships
within the college community and among others that serve
the region.

Innovation
Rock Valley College is a forward thinking institution that explores
creative approaches for the future.

Public Trust

Rock Valley College honors and upholds its commitment to
the community through integrity of actions and efficient use
of resources.

Mission & Vision Statements and Core Values
Board Report #7228
Revised/Updated July 28,2015

Rock Valley College Board of Trustees*

Gloria Cardenas Cudia
Jarid Funderburg

Paul Gorski

Lynn Kearney

John M. Nelson

Crystal Soltow
Bob Trojan
Evelyn Molina, Student Trustee

* Board as of May 25, 2021
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General Education
Statement of Philosophy

The General Education Program at Rock Valley College is
designed to develop the knowledge, skills, and habits reflected
in the lives of educated persons and basic to all professions

so that RVC students are capable of leading rewarding and
responsible lives as productive, global citizens. The General
Education Program offers varied opportunities for students

“to develop the breadth of knowledge and the expressive skills
essential to more complex and in-depth learning throughout
life” (adapted from the lllinois Articulation Initiative, 2000).
With this philosophy as our focus, our general education
courses are designed to help students achieve the following
learning outcomes.

Institutional Student
Learning Outcomes

Rock Valley College students will demonstrate the following skills
and characteristics:

+ Analytic Reasoning: Students will form logical inferences,
judgments, or conclusions from facts or premises related to
topics encountered in the classroom, workplace, and daily life.

- Communication: Students will exchange ideas effectively in a
variety of settings.

+ Global Awareness and Responsibility: Students will develop
the knowledge and skills required to responsibly interact with
social and natural communities, both locally and globally.

« Personal Responsibility: Students will accept responsibility for
their personal and professional wellness and development,
positioning themselves for life-long learning.

Details about how students demonstrate these
learning outcomes can be found at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/StudentLearningOutcomes.

Catalog Disclaimer

The information in this catalog is accurate as of May 25, 2021

and is subject to change without prior notice or obligation. It is
the students’ responsibility to be aware of the information in this
catalog and to keep informed as additions and corrections are
announced.

Please check online for latest updates:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Catalog.
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Nondiscrimination Clause

It is the policy of Rock Valley College to provide equal
opportunity in its admissions, employment and educational
programs and activities consistent with federal and state law.
Discrimination is prohibited on the basis of race, color, religion,
national origin, ancestry, citizenship status, sex, age, physical

or mental disability, marital status, order of protection status,
sexual orientation, gender identity (including gender expression
and gender questioning), veteran status, or unfavorable military
discharge, use of lawful products while not at work, genetic
information, or other legally protected categories.

« Title IV Consumer Information
Stacey Kolder, Director, Financial Aid
(815) 921-4158 | S.Kolder@RockValleyCollege.edu

« Title IX & Section 504/ADA Compliance Officer - Employees
Joe Simpson, PHR, SHRM-CP
Executive Director of Human Resources
(815) 921-4752 | J.Simpson@RockValleyCollege.edu

« Title IX Coordinator/ADA Compliance Officer - Students
Terrica Huntley, Dean of Students
(815) 921-4187 | T.Huntley@RockValleyCollege.edu - or -
RVC-DeanOfStudents@RockValleyCollege.edu

« Title IX Deputy Coordinator - Students
Luevinus Muhammad, Manager of Student Life
(815) 921-4183 | L.Muhammad@RockValleyCollege.edu

» Section 504 Coordinator - Students
Title IX Deputy Coordinator — Students
Lynn Shattuck, Director of Disability Services
(815) 921-2356 | L.Shattuck@RockValleyCollege.edu

« Athletics
Darin Monroe, Athletic Director
(815) 921-3822 | D.Monroe@RockValleyCollege.edu

This notice is available from Rock Valley College in additional
alternative formats upon request.

Sexual &
Other Harassment Policy

Rock Valley College is committed to providing an educational
environment that is free from all forms of harassment as defined
and otherwise prohibited by state and federal law. It is the policy
of Rock Valley College that sexual harassment or any other form
of harassment of a student by another student, an employee, or
a third party, is prohibited and will not be tolerated. Any student
or employee who is found after appropriate investigation to
have violated this policy will be subject to disciplinary action,

up to and including expulsion or termination.

Students who feel they have been a victim of harassment of
any type, by another student, an employee, or third party,
may contact:

Rock Valley College

Title IX Coordinator/Dean of Students

Terrica Huntley

(815) 921-4187

T.Huntley@RockValleyCollege.edu

Student Center, Second Floor, Room 2110

3301 N. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61114-5699




About the College

For over 50 years, Rock Valley College (RVC) has offered
comprehensive educational opportunities in a broad range of
subjects to tens of thousands of residents of its service district.

The Main Campus of the college is located on a 217-acre tract

of land, at the northeast corner of Mulford and Spring Brook
Roads in northeast Rockford (“RVC Building Locations”and “Main
Campus” maps, on pages 164-167.

RVC’'s Main Campus is
known for being one
of the most beautiful
in the state.
Connecting the two
sides of the Main
Campus, the scenic
bridge spans the
Spring Creek.

It houses the college’s
most recognized
landmark - the classic
Alumni Clock.

RVC’s District #511 (see map below) is comprised of Winnebago
and Boone counties, and parts of Stephenson, Ogle, McHenry,
and DeKalb counties.
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Rock Valley College District Map

RVC SOCIAL MEDIA

Follow Rock Valley College on all of our social media platforms to
stay connected, find out what’s happening on campus, and learn
important tips to keep you on track as a student! You can also
check out our blog: RVClnsider.com.

NeEOB.ON
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STATS

Since opening for classes, RVC has grown from a small community
college with 35 faculty members and 1,100 students to an institution
of approximately 123 full-time faculty members, 300 part-time adjunct
faculty (teaching credit classes) and over 10,000 students.

INTERCOLLEGIATE SPORTS

Nine teams of men’s and women'’s intercollegiate sports are offered at
RVC. The Golden Eagles compete in National Junior College Athletic
Association (NJCAA) Division Ill in men’s and women'’s basketball, men’s
and women’s soccer, men’s and women'’s bowling, women'’s softball
and volleyball, and men'’s baseball. Many of our teams have enjoyed
national prominence in recent years. RVC’s rich athletic history includes
nearly 200 All-Americans and 23 national championships. (See more
about RVC's Athletics on pages 12, 36, 52, and 148 or go to: RVCSports.com.)

CONFERENCE: N4C (North Central Community College Conference)
« College of DuPage - Triton College « Joliet Junior College
+ William Rainey Harper College - Madison College
«Wright College - Milwaukee Area Technical College

Nickname: Golden Eagles | Colors: Navy Blue & Gold

CURRENT FACILITIES

In addition to the Main Campus, the college offers degrees and
related programs at facilities in District #511 in Northern lllinois:

« Advanced Technology Center (ATC), 1400 Big Thunder Blvd.,
Belvidere, IL 61008, the programs that will begin in Fall 2021
include: CNC Machining, Industrial Maintenance, Mechatronics,
Truck Driver Training, and Welding (see more on page 52 or go to:
RockValleyCollege.edu/ATC).

« Aviation Career Education Center (ACEC), 6045 Cessna Drive
(61109) at the Chicago-Rockford International Airport, home of
the Aviation Maintenance Technology Program (see more on pages
60 & 61 or go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/Aviation).

« Bell School Road Center (BELL), 3350 N. Bell School Road (61114),
home of the college’s Center for Learning in Retirement Program.

(See more on page 151 or go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/CLR.)

« Stenstrom Career Education Center (SCCE), 4151 Samuelson
Road (61109), home to Automotive, Welding, and Truck Driver
Training Programs [just east of Rockford Jefferson High School].

« North Main Street Center (NMST), 303 N. Main Street (61101)

[in the Supply Core Building], houses Workforce Development:
“employment-based” Adult and Dislocated Workers Program (DWP),
Elevate (Youth) Program, plus Refugee and Immigrant Services.

« Rock Valley College Downtown (RVCD), 99 E. State Street
(61104) [second floor, Rockford Register Star building] home to college-
level credit classes, Developmental Education, and Adult Education.

« Cold Forming Training Center (CFTC), 424 Buckbee Street,
Rockford, IL 61104, home to Cold Forming and Cold Heading
Classroom Training. [Cold Forming is a manufacturing process through
which a series of die parts are pressed into specific shapes at present
temperature.] (See more on page 150.)

« Community Sites, RVC's Community and Continuing Education
(CCE) classes are held throughout the district.

(See more on page 151 or go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/CCE.)

Rock Valley College continues to grow and strengthen
lifelong learning opportunities and to develop innovative
partnerships that offer social, economic, and cultural
enrichment to the community.


http://rvcinsider.com
http://www.rvcsports.com
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/atc
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/aviation
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu//clr
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/cce
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About the College - Historical Key Dates

COLLEGE MARKINGS

1965-1972: College Colors — Maroon & Gold; Mascot — Trojans
1972-1995: College Colors—Brown & Gold; Mascot — Trojans
1989: Clock on Bridge - Gift of Alumni, Student Commission, and
RVC Foundation
1996: Wooden Mace - crafted for yearly Commencement Ceremony,
from campus oak tree (struck by lightning)
1995-2014:College Colors — Navy Blue & Gold;
Mascot — Golden Eagles — Reggie the Eagle
February 5, 2014-present: College Colors — Navy Blue & Gold
Mascot - Golden Eagles — Arvee the Eagle

Prior to October 1964 Referendum: RVC original “Symbol-Logo”
designed (which includes a small circle depicting the individual
within the college environment, the widening circles surrounding the
individual represent and symbolize the college, and the broadening
community in mutual effort of growth in industry development and
community progress in which we study, work, and live). In more recent
years, these circles have also been known to illustrate the vision of
Rock Valley College as making a difference through teaching, learning,
and leading.

October 10, 1964: college established (after a district-wide vote,
when a referendum was approved, after a two-year study establishing
the need for a community college).

December 1964: first Board of Trustees elected.

May 13, 1965: the Board of Trustees selected the 217-acre Spring
Brook Farm owned by Dr. and Mrs. Rogers, on the northeast corner of
Mulford and Spring Brook Roads, now considered the Main Campus.
September 29, 1965: “Opening Day” classes began (at the Naval
Reserve Center on 15th Avenue in Rockford and Harlem High School,
now Harlem Junior High School in Loves Park).

50th Anniversary Celebrations: in 2015, all year long we honored
our 50 years, from 1965-2015, through weekly “50th Fridays history
flashbacks,” with special events, including an Ice Cream Social,

“The Sound of Music” outdoor movie viewing, the Golden Futures 5K,
“A Day at RVC,” and “Where Dreams Take Flight” 50th Anniversary Gala.

April 1965: Dr. Clifford G. Erickson (1966-1968) became the first
president and the college was named “Rock Valley College.”
November 15, 1968: RVC's first President Cliff Erickson stepped down;
Robert Appel served as acting president for two months.

January 20, 1969: Dr. Karl J. Jacobs (1969-1997), became RVC'’s
second president. [President Jacobs was instrumental in the
conception and implementation of the Technology Center and its
programs opening in 1988.]

July 31, 1997: President Jacobs retired (after 27+ years of service).

September 1997: Dr.“Chip” (Roland J.) Chapdelaine (1997-2004) was
selected as the third president.

End of 2003: the Rock Valley College Board of Trustees unanimously
voiced a need for a change in presidential leadership. The Board

hired an interim (fourth) president, Dr. John H. Anderson (2004) [who
oversaw the visit by the Higher Learning Commission of the North
Central Association leading to Rock Valley College receiving a 10-year
accreditation].

November 9, 2004: Dr. Jack J. Becherer became the fifth president
and continued the vision of teaching, learning, and leading. [A student
success model was developed and an enrollment management plan —
to encourage high school seniors to start college at RVC. Developed
partnerships with local businesses and the community offering
students training leading to good jobs, providing the region with a
stronger workforce.] Early in 2014, President Becherer retired.

April 2014: Mike (Michael D.) Mastroianni (2014-2016) named the sixth
president of Rock Valley College. [An employee since 1998, a lifelong
resident of the Rockford area, and first president to be an RVC alumnus,
retired in late 2016.] Under his leadership, the college established

new facilities (ACEC and RVCD) and partnerships (associate degree in
engineering from RVC and go on to earn a bachelor’s in engineering
from NIU and with OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center providing
seamless transfer for RVC nursing students to continue their education
and pursue bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees in nursing.)

October 10, 2016: Dr. Douglas J. Jensen (2016-2020), began his tenure
as the seventh president of RVCin 2016. Dr. Jensen, a community
college graduate himself, brought over 35 years of community college
experience to his role as president at RVC. Under his leadership, the
college overcame significant budget challenges and managed to

keep the college fiscally sound and on a balanced budget without a
reliance on state funding. Due to Dr. Jensen’s commitment to economic,
workforce, and community development, the college implemented
exciting new initiatives like Linking Talent with Opportunity and
Pathways to meet the needs of the community, while continuing to
strengthen partnerships with four-year colleges and universities to
increase and promote articulation and transfer opportunities.

September 1, 2020: Dr. Howard J. Spearman is the eighth president

of Rock Valley College, and its first African-American president in the
college’s history. Dr. Spearman returns to RVC where he previously
worked in several leadership roles from 2011-2019. Most recently, he
served as the Vice President of Student Affairs and Chief Student Services
Officer for Madison College. He has also held roles in higher education at
the University of Wisconsin Milwaukee and the University of Wisconsin
Oshkosh. In all of his roles, Dr. Spearman has over two decades of

higher education experience and a proven track-record of leading and
implementing successful strategic enrollment, innovative programming,
and diversity and inclusion initiatives.

MAJOR BUILDING CONSTRUCTION & RENOVATIONS,
PLUS CAMPUS ENHANCEMENTS

Summer 1966: on the Main Campus, “temporary buildings” for
classrooms and offices were constructed, known as Building A,
Building B, and Building C; and buildings from the original farm — the
farmhouse was named Building E (Administration); the barn-Building F
(home to Studio Theatre) and a small building west of the barn —
Building G).
October 15, 1967: groundbreaking for permanent buildings (rural
gothic design, including granite from the Midwest and redwood
from California).
Fall 1969: three permanent buildings were completed on the east side
of the creek: Boiler House, Classroom Building | (CLI), and Classroom
Building II (CLII).
End of 1971: three more permanent buildings were completed: on
the east side of the creek - the Educational Resource Center (ERC)
[Library on the first and second floors, Performing Arts Room (PAR)
on the ground floor]; on the west side of the creek — both the Physical
Education Center (PEC) and Student Center (SC).
June 1, 1983: Dislocated Workers Program began with grant funding,
set up at Bell School Road Center (formerly Bell Grade School,
college-owned).
Summer 1983: Starlight Theatre was transformed with a permanent
seating shell, light booth, and stage as a result of community leader-
led fundraising for a “Community Arts Center” and named the “Bengt
Sjostrom Theatre” [in honor of a major benefactor].
January 1988: Technology Center opened north of the PEC.
Late 1990s: Bell School Road Center (BELL) was renovated and
became home to the Center for Learning in Retirement (CLR).
Summer 1997: Fresh Beginnings, Dislocated Worker Program (DWP),
and Refugee Training Program moved from BELL to the Illinois
Job Training Center at 3134 11th Street (renamed The Workforce
Connection in 2005).
1999: Board of Trustees facilities master plan projects began

(looking 25 years into the future):

- enhancements to the athletic fields

- perimeter road added connecting both sides of campus
Mid-2001: A ranch-style house was purchased at 6520 Spring Brook
Road, called the Spring Brook House (SBHS) to house Institutional



About the College Hlstorlcal Key Dates

P AMP L..x[diul ‘i- 0 ed

Advancement, which included the RVC Foundation, Marketing, and
Public Relations.

2001: On October 16, RVC purchased Stenstrom Center for Career
Education (SCCE). SCCE was named after RVC Foundation donors
Robert and Jan Stenstrom.

November 13, 2001: the Technology Center was renamed the
Woodward Technology Center (WTC) [RVC Foundation campaign;
donor: Woodward Governor Co./Charitable Trust].

2001 - 2003: the Starlight Theatre's Bengt Sjostrom Theatre (BST) was
transformed architecturally with a one-of-a-kind, state-of-the-art,
open-air, star-shaped roof.

2003: the “temporary buildings”Building A, Building B, and Building C

were razed.

Fall 2003: Support Services Building (SSB) opened [houses: Human

Resources; Rock Valley College Police Department; Financial, Business,

Print, and Mail Distribution Services; plus Facilities, Plant Operations,

and Maintenance].

2003 through 2009: Renovation and expansion of 1970's-era campus

buildings —

» 2003-2005: In 2003, the Student Center (SC) was updated to be a
“one-stop-shop” with registration, academic advising, and payment
functions in one location. During early 2005, 9,000 sq. ft. was added
to the Student Center [enlarged campus bookstore, added Atrium for
students, programs, lectures, and entertainment].

+ 2004 - 2006: In the Spring Brook House (SBHS), in what use to be the
garage, apartment space was built and used by International Visitors.

» 2006-2007: Educational Resource Center (ERC), first and second
floors were remodeled and a “front door to the community” was
added. On August 7, 2007, the college Library was named in honor
of Estelle M. Black [founding employee of the RVC Library, Assistant
Director of the Rockford Public Library, civic leader, accomplished
library leader].

« 2009: Physical Education Center (PEC) finished a 16-month
renovation [green-build philosophy, College awarded gold level
LEED status (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) - the
first project of its kind in the Rockford area at the time].

June 30, 2008: Dislocated Workers Program and Refugee & Immigrant

Services moved from 11th Street to join with IL Workforce Connection/

Unemployment Office at 303 N. Main Street (Supply Core Building).

August 5, 2010: beam signing ceremony for new Science and Math

building [first new classroom building to open since 1988; goal —

create a building to fulfill environmental, aesthetic, and classroom-
laboratory needs for students and faculty in mathematics, life and
physical sciences].

October 18, 2010: downtown RVC presence established; separate

campus facility opens - the Learning & Opportunity Center (LOC), in

Stewart Square, 308 W. State St., Suite 250. [Credit, Developmental

English and Math classes, as well as a Cohort Program, Placement

Testing, Financial Aid, and Workshops.]

August 16, 2011: grand opening and naming of Karl J. Jacobs

Center for Science and Math (JCSM) in honor of RVC's longest serving

president. [106,000 sq. ft., includes multiple science labs, resource labs,

and 14 classrooms. Numerous innovative sustainable technologies were
incorporated into the building and RVC received its second LEED Gold
certification for its design.]

Fall 2014 - Fall 2015: LOC moved from Stewart Square into the

303 N. Main Street (Supply Core bldg.) offices.

2014: Public Relations/College Communications relocated from the

Spring Brook House (SBHS) to Administration-Building E.

Between 2013 & 2017: Complete renovation and expansion of

Classroom Building | (CLI) increased the number of and seating capacity of

classrooms, modernized infrastructure, and added student collaborative

study spaces throughout the building. As a state-funded, Capital

Development project, renovation of CLI came to a halt (lack of an lllinois

budget) in early 2015, for more than a year. Assurances between RVC and
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the state of lllinois led the college to resume construction again in mid-
2016 through summer 2017.

April 16, 2015: announcement of a new “Health Sciences Center” (HSC)
building with four-floors, 118,084 sq. ft., classrooms, and labs. RVC'’s
programs will include: Nursing (CNA and RN), Dental Hygiene, Fire
Science (EMT/Paramedic), Phlebotomy Technician, Respiratory Care, and
Surgical Technology. In a collaboration, St. Anthony College of Nursing
will occupy top two floors of the building and offer bachelor’s, master’s,
and doctoral degrees.

August 24, 2015: Aviation Career Education Center (ACEC) opened for
classes, at the Chicago-Rockford International Airport at 6045 Cessna Drive.
[40,000 sq. ft. facility has four classrooms, four labs, and an aircraft hangar.]
January 26, 2016: at donor’s request, Stenstrom Center for Career
Education (SCCE) building was renamed the Samuelson Road Center (SAML).
Spring 2016: Studio Theatre’s final season of plays were performed in
the Barn-Building F.

Fall 2016: RVC Downtown (RVCD) location opens. Credit courses meet in
newly equipped classrooms on the second floor of the Rockford Register
Star building at 99 E. State Street. The location also serves as office space
for Adult Education’s GED, ABE, and ESL staff.

November 16, 2016: Cold Forming Training Center (CFTC) Open House
at 424 Buckbee Street.

December 1, 2016: Engineering Our Future: RVC and NIU held an
Unveiling and Donor Recognition Event, sponsored by the RVC
Foundation, at the newly remodeled Woodward Technology Center (WTC).
June 2017: the Samuelson Road Center (SAML) location was renamed
the Stenstrom Center for Career Education (SCCE) again.

August 25, 2017: Health Sciences Center (HSC) Ribbon Cutting and
Open House (at the north end of the Main Campus) and reopening of
the renovated CLI.

October 2017: the Marketing Department relocated from the “garage”
offices in the Spring Brook House (SBHS) and College Communications
from Building E to the Support Services Building (SSB) to become one
department — Communications and Marketing.

November 9, 2017: Engineering Our Future: the RVC Foundation held a
dedication in the WTC of the “CLARCOR Center for Innovation”

in support of NIU/RVC.

November 13, 2017: RVCare (an onsite employee Health & Wellness
Clinic) Ribbon Cutting and Open House at the Spring Brook House
(SBHS) on the southeast corner of the Main Campus. The former “garage”
offices were updated for occupancy by the RVC Foundation.

2019:in Classroom Building Il the Humanities classes remain.
Numerous programs moved in there including the CCE Massage
Therapy Program, Early College, Graphic Arts Technology Program,
Highway Construction Careers Training Program (HCCTP), Piano Lab,
and Traffic Safety. BPI relocated to the Woodward Technology Center
(WTC). Automotive Maintenance Technology Program, Truck Driver
Training (TDT) Program, and Welding remained at SCCE.

PROGRAMS & ACADEMICS

Fall 1966: classes started on the Main Campus.
August 3, 1967: Starlight Theatre’s first production.

1968: the Aviation Maintenance Technology Program opened at an off-
site location at the Rockford Airport on Falcon Road.

Spring 1969: first Nursing class of 18 students (who began their journey
when the program started in 1967) received their Associate in Science
degree at the 1969 commencement ceremony.

In 1971: RVC achieved recognition status with the North Central
Accreditation group, which granted the college full-tenure accreditation.

1980s: — expanded its liberal arts programs
— built vocational training programs
— established a strong link with the area’s high schools
— established a full range of community education programs:
+ GED and ESL education
music, drama, cultural events
massage therapy for allied health personnel
Whiz Kids' College
classroom training in use of “the personal computer”
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PROGRAMS & ACADEMICS (continued)

Each February since 1981: The Regional ICTM (lllinois Council of the
Teachers of Mathematics) High School Mathematics Contest, held

in several buildings on the Main Campus, involves approximately
600 students from up to 30 area high schools who compete in four
divisions in 10 events. Students and high schools that qualify advance
to the State Finals at the University of lllinois - Urbana Champaign

in early May. This large event takes great teamwork, including the
Mathematics Faculty and RVC math students who help with judging,
proctoring, and grading.

Every January/February since 1978: Academic Challenge which

has also been known as “WYSE “(Worldwide Youth in Science and
Engineering) and “TEAMS” (Test of Engineering Aptitude, Mathematics
and Science) is a statewide competition among high school teams and
individual students. RVC has hosted the regional tournament of 10-12
high schools and 230-250 students for over 40 years.

Since 1984: the second Saturday of every February there is an “Annual
Area Jazz Fesitval The day begins at 9 a.m. and there are Morning
Performances by area middle and high schools musicians until 11:50 a.m.,
who have the opportunity to work closely with a special guest clinician
or soloist who are top jazz educators and performers, with an afternoon
clinic until 2:30 p.m. There is an Evening Concert at 7:30 p.m., featuring
the year’s special guest and both the Rock Valley College Jazz Ensemble
and RVC Community Jazz Ensemble who (since 2000) have been
directed by the Jazz Festival's Coordinator, RVC Music Faculty, Ken Stein.

Since March 1984: RVC has hosted the “Science Olympiad Regional
Competition.” Over 500 middle and high school students compete for
a chance to advance to the state tournament in April. It takes place in
many buildings on the Main Campus.

Since April 1985: “Writing Awards Ceremony” — a Writing Award is

an honorary recognition of students displaying an exceptional skill

in writing in Composition and Literature classes. Students enrolled in
credit-level courses who demonstrate outstanding ability in the craft of
writing are eligible. The annual awards ceremony includes an address by
a featured keynote speaker, the conferral of awards, and a reception. At
the spring semester ceremony, administrators, faculty, and staff of the
college acknowledge and celebrate these students’accomplishments in
writing. Special Awards are also part of the Awards Ceremony.

Voices literary and arts magazine is produced by students and offers
students a comprehensive, hands-on introduction to the management
of a magazine. Students engage in the various stages of magazine
publication, including creative writing, solicitation of materials, aesthetic
decision-making, advertising, layout and design, and promotion and
sales. Award winners for Poetry, Fiction, Photography, Art.

Each year, the lllinois Community College Trustees Association sponsors
the statewide “Paul Simon Student Essay Contest.” Students who enter
the contest are asked to write an essay of no more than 500 words on the
theme “How My Community College Has Changed My Life.” Entries are
judged on the basis of writing style, clarity of expression, and relevance
to the topic. Only one essay from each Illinois community college is
selected for entry in the statewide contest. Award winners: 1st, 2nd, and
3rd Place.

Every March/April since 1992: Annual Mathematics Awards —
applications are submitted to Math Faculty Paul Gunsul, by RVC Math
students, for the Gustafson Math Award = $1000 & Plaque & the Mitchell
Math Award = $750 & Plaque, given near the end of the spring semester.

Every March since 1994: The “Youth Groundwater Festival”is held

on RVC’s Main Campus during RVC's Spring Break in conjunction with
National Groundwater Awareness Week each year. As many as 650 area
4th and 5th grade students participate in fun, hands-on activities to
learn about groundwater and its protection. This is especially important
given the risk of groundwater contamination in Northern lllinois due

to its sensitive geology combined with industrial, agricultural, business
and personal activities in the area. Event organizers include individuals
from Rock Valley College, Winnebago County Health Department,
Burpee Museum of Natural History, League of Women Voters of Greater
Rockford, the Rockford Park District and the Northern Illinois Regional
Groundwater Protection Planning Committee.

Since 1999: The RVC Veterans Club and Financial Aid Office work
together to honor all those who have served in the armed forces.
Every year on November 11, programming is created to celebrate and
acknowledge the service of all RVC staff, faculty, student and community
members. Since its conception, the Korean War Veterans have opened
the celebrations as our color guard and have agreed to do so as long
as they are able-bodied. Highlights always include a little known/new
resource available to the veteran community. Resource table manned
by area veterans organizations, veteran owned business, and veteran
community members make the event engaging and interactive for all
who attend.

1999-2012: Federally funded, locally administered Upward Bound
program supported college attainment by low-income, first-generation,
district, high-school students.
2000-2002: addition of Programs and more building renovations:
— Career Development Academy at 4151 Samuelson Road

(the former Rockford Vo-Tech High School)

« Dental Hygiene Program

« Graphic Arts Technology Program

— Mass Communication Program (Main Campus, ERC)

April 27, 2001; May 8, 2002; April 24 & 25,2003; April 22 & 23,
2004; April 21 & 22, 2005; April 20 & 21, 2006; April 17 & 18, 2008;
April 22 & 23,2010; April 14 & 15, 2011; April 26 & 27, 2012; April
11 & 12, 2013; April 10 & 11, 2014; April 16 & 17, 2015: “Healthcare
Career Fair” (HCCF) Rock Valley College and the three Rockford-area
health organizations (OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center, Rockford
Health System and SwedishAmerican Health System) co-sponsored
an event, every April/May (on Thursday evenings to the general public
and Friday daytime mostly high schools) to promote an awareness of
medical career options, with hands-on exhibits and interactive booths in
the PEC, including emergency vehicles and helicopters. Attendees of all
ages could also visit a simulated operating and emergency room.

Since 2002: at the end of each spring semester, the History Faculty
invite their nominated students to an “Annual History Achievement &
Excellence Awards."There are also three specialty awards: “Lloyd Hoshaw
Excellence in History Award” (named after long-time history faculty
member from 1965-2003), “Donnie Logan Memorial Scholarship,”and
“Amanda Bement ‘Touching Lives’ Award."

Since March 2003: “Science Olympiad”is a national non-profit
organization dedicated to improving the quality of K-12 science
education, increasing student interest in science, creating a
technologically-literate workforce, and providing recognition for
outstanding achievement in science education by both students and
teachers. These goals are achieved by participating in Science Olympiad
tournaments and non-competitive events, incorporating Science
Olympiad into classroom curriculum and attending teacher training
institutes. It is held in several buildings on the Main Campus with middle
and high school students from the Rockford and Elgin, lllinois areas.

Since 2003: The “International Showcase”is a Friday evening November
tradition. This a wonderful, multicultural celebration of the many
cultures our student body represents. The event begins with an hour
dinner and then a two-hour showcase of dance, music/song, art, history,
lifestyle, and clothing/fashion show. This event takes place at Stenstrom
Center and is coordinated by the International Student Services (ISS)
department and sponsored by the Multicultural Student Club.

April 2003-2006: “Community Earth Day Celebration” — Community
organizations, businesses, and educational institutions in the Rockford
area gathered to educate the community about all the ways in which
Rockford is a Green City as well as a Tree City, led by Environmental/
Life Sciences.

Since 2005: the Modern Languages faculty have organized
“International Movie Nights/Foreign Language Film Appreciation
Series."The movies are offered monthly during the spring and fall
semesters (uninterruptedly), and are chosen for historical, multicultural
perspectives to raise awareness of diversity.

In 2006: Computers and Information Systems (CIS) division signed an
agreement with Apple (formerly Apple Computer, Inc.) technology
company to bring “iTunes U” service for faculty to podcast courses.
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2009-2017: Modern Languages and Music faculty brought to the
campus some highly acclaimed shows showcasing Latin American
appreciation through music, theater, and dance (“Tres Vidas/3 Lives:
Celebrating the life, times, and work of three significant Latin & South
American Women - Frida Kahlo, Rufina Amaya, Alfonsina Storni;” “It
Takes Three to Tango: A History of Argentine Tango;”“Flamenco Guitar
Recital,’ featuring Thiago Vasquez from Spain”).

Beginning in 2009: PAIC (Promoting An Inclusive Community)
committee was formed, with the Mission Statement —To lead the College
community by enhancing and sustaining an institutional culture of equity
and social justice that fosters diversity and inclusion. The original PAIC
logo was designed as part of a student competion fall 2010. RVC students
were asked to explore fundamental components of diversity and use their
artistic skills to capture their understanding and vision of an inclusive
community. Amphone Thammavong was the Grand Prize Winner.

The PAIC logo has been displayed campus-wide ever since as a visual
representation of Rock Valley College’s commitment to inclusion.

PAIC Focus Areas over the years: 2009-2011 African-Americans; 2011-
2013 Latinos/ Latinas; 2013-2015: LGBTQA+; 2015-2017: Students with
Disabilities; 2017+: Dignity.

Also, in conjunction, the Safe Zone Program was formed and a logo
designed to be put on employees office doors providing a network of
safe and supportive allies to the LGBTQAI+ community at Rock Valley
College. The goal of this program is to provide a welcoming environment
for lesbian, gay, bisexual or transgender persons by establishing an
identifiable network of supportive persons who can provide support,
information, resources, and a safe place for LGBTQAI+ persons within our
campus community.

Fall 2009: RVC's Electronic Engineering Technology department
launched the Sustainable Energy Systems program and entered into

a formal relationship with Freedom Field Renewable Energy, a living
laboratory and sustainable energy proving ground, enabling RVC
students to work with state-of-the-art power generation systems.

Since May 2009: The “Sankofa Ceremony” recognizes the achievements
of African American students, both graduates and completers. The

idea was conceived by Professor Theresa Gilbert (Comp & Lit Faculty)
and cosponsored and organized by the Black History and Culture
Committee and Student Life. It is held on the Main Campus, Student
Center-Atrium. It is attended by administrators, faculty, staff, community
leaders, and students and their guests the same week as the mid-May
Commencement Ceremony.

Since Spring 2010: The RAISE (Rock Valley Academic Institute for
Successful Employment) program was established in a collaborative
initiative between Rock Valley College and local school districts to
provide opportunities for young adults who have intellectual disabilities
to participate in an inclusive post-secondary experience and to develop
independent living, social, and work readiness skills. Classes are held on
the RVC Main Campus.
Beginning in 2011: David H. Caskey Memorial Lecture Series for the
Advancement of the Social Sciences —
March 2, 2011: Inagural Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Sister
Helen Prejean has been instrumental in sparking national dialogue
on the death penalty and helping shape the Catholic Church’s newly
vigorous opposition to state executions. She is the author of Dead
Man Walking: An Eyewitness Account of the Death Penalty in the United
States and The Death of Innocents: An Eyewitness Account of Wrongful
Executions.
March 26, 2013: 2nd Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Maude
Barlow, Topic “The Global Water Crisis — Coming to our Great Lakes.
April 3, 2014: 3rd Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Eric Schlosser,
Topic“Nuclear Weapons, Our Aging Nuclear Arsenal and the Illusion
of Safety.”
March 26, 2015: 4th Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Bassam Tariq,
Topic “The Muslim World, What are we afraid of?”
March 31, 2016: 5th Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Robin Wright,
Topic “Syria, The World's Greatest Humanitarian Crisis.”

April 19, 2017: 6th Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Luis Rodriguez,

Topic “Regeneration in Times of Crisis.”

April 16, 2018: 7th Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Chris Stedman,

Topic “Faitheist, Finding Our Common Humanity and Building Bridges

Across Lines of Religious Difference.”

April 23,2019: 8th Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Dr. Mona Sue

Weissmark, Topic “Diversity and Social Justice.”

April 15, 2020: 9th Caskey Lecture — Keynote Speaker Adam J. Foss,

Topic“Swords & Shield: A Discussion of Power, Privilege, & Opportunity.”
August 16, 2011: with the grand opening of the Karl J. Jacobs Center
for Science and Math (JCSM) - brought us a state-of-the-art and LEED
certified Science and Math building equipped with a greenhouse.

January 2013: CIS division started offering an iOS Mobile App Course to
create iPad and iPhone apps.

Since 2013: “Hispanic Heritage Month” (HHM) is the celebrated
September 15 - October 15. A variety of events offered (during

those dates) to recognize the contributions made by Hispanic and
Latinos to celebrate culture and traditions. Some of the events may
include: Celebration Kick-off, Aztec Stories Workshop, Film Showings,
Performances, Workshops, or a Field trip to the National Museum of
Mexican Art. HHM includes RVC students, employees, and community
members. Most events all usually held on the Main Campus or at SCCE.

Every October 23rd since 2013: Annual “Mole Day” event sponsored by
the Physical Science division in the JCSM. The event is held on October
23rd in honor of Amedeo Avagadro, who is credited with the term
“mole” which is defined by the quantity 6.02 x 1023. The event is open

to all students, but primarily publicized for the chemistry students. The
event hosts local businesses what use chemistry on a everyday basis and
draws 200-250 students. Businesses will inform students which classes
to take to be employed by the company and also discuss potential
internships.

January 2015: CIS division received a grant that sends a robot named
DESTIR to class to allow guests to visit campus remotely.

Since April 2015: “Earth Month (April) Movie & Lecture Series” -
Environmental leaders in the community give presentations and view
documentaries of environmental concern are organized for students
and the community alike. Organized by Life and Physical Sciences
Faculty and held in the JCSM.

Every October since 2015: National Chemistry Week Event —

“Demos After Dark”in the JCSM, is open to the public and well attended.
Chemistry demonstrations are driven by Chemistry Club students with
Faculty in supporting roles. There are hands-on experiments in the hope
of interesting young children to high school students towards learning
within chemistry. and engaging the community in the wonders of
science. (Some experiments are done outside in the dark; hence, “Demos
After Dark.)

December 2015: CIS division started offering a monthly “Hour of
Code” workshop open to the public and in the first year had 320 people
complete the workshop.

January 2016: the CIS division purchased the KUBI robot to help
students with disabilities attend class.

2016: Federally funded (5-year grant), locally administered TRIO
program began to help students successfully complete college.

March 23, 2016 & April 5, 2017, this “Healthcare Career Fair” event was
held from 12-3pm at Rockford University in the Burpee Center. This was
an employment opportunity career fair for employers to have a booth
and are there to hire people. People would go with resumes in hand,
dressed for interviewing, for employment or internship opportunities.

Spring 2016: RVC and Northern lllinois University (NIU) enroll their first

students in “Engineering Our Future” - a partnership that offers students
in the RVC engineering technology program smooth entrance into NIU’s
bachelors-and-masters level degree programs.

August 22, 2016: A new location opened in downtown Rockford — RVC
Downtown (RVCD). Located on the second floor of the Rockford Register
Star building at 99 E. State Street, RVCD combined the former downtown
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Learning & Opportunity Center (LOC) with the Adult Education Program
from SCCE. Newly equipped classrooms overlook the Rock River.
Offerings include college-level credit courses, selected courses in Graphic
Arts Technology, (GAT), and Developmental Education classes. As the new
home for Adult Education programs, RVCD's central location provides
residents opportunities to complete the General Education Development
(GED)/High School Equivalency (HSE), Adult Basic Education (ABE), and
English as a Second Language (ESL).

December 1, 2016: “Engineering Our Future” partnership announces
$4.5 million fundraising milestone at Ribbon Cutting Woodward
Technology Center (WTC).

As of October 2017: the “lllinois Science Olympiad” (ISO) program

has partnered with the global biotechnology company Thermo Fisher
Scientific Inc. at RVC with local teams, coaches, students, and parents that
are interested in learning more about the competition. The workshops
are run by local employees of Thermo Fisher who give participants the
opportunity to actually build ISO projects and get experience with the
various experiments run during the competition. The all-day event has
increased the excitement that ISO has given local STEM enthusiasts for
over 30 years. In addition to their workshops, they have been integral in
the running of the ISO Regional competition held each March at RVC by
providing lunch and giveaways to competition students.

November 7, 2017: “Engineering Our Future” campaign concludes.
Donors to RVC Foundation give $6M, which is supplemented by $1.5M
from the Community Foundation of Northern lllinois for students to
attend the NIU @ RVC Engineering Program.

Summer 2018: With several high schools, RVC embarks on high school
pathways model designed to provide students with a clear track to
education, training, and credentials. Purpose-driven goal is to better align
regional educational investment with economic opportunity. Strategic
initiatives begun include “Linking Talent with Opportunity,”a workforce
development program, and visioning of an Advanced Technology Center
(ATC) as a catalyst to propel the region further into the forefront of
modern, global technologies through innovative workforce development.

March 8, 2018 & March 14, 2019, the HCCF was revamped into the
“HealthCon," event — in a collaborative effort — including the three
Rockford-area health organizations (OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center,
Mercyhealth, and SwedishAmerican Health System), as well as Crusader
Clinic and Physician’s Immediate Care and is now located in the HSC.

Itis an all-day event and 180 students in their Junior year in High School,
interested in a career in healthcare, were invited. In 2018, the pilot year,
started with RPS 205, it was attached to the Medical Terminology course
that Juniors took. In 2019, it was opened up to the five RPS 205 schools
plus Harlem, Hononegah, and the two Belvidere High Schools.

July, 2018: The college began exploring exciting new initiatives in high
school pathways and workforce development to meet the needs of the
community, while continuing to strengthen partnerships with four-year
colleges and universities to increase and promote articulation and transfer
opportunities.

Piloted in August 2018: "STEM Camp” (known as STEM Saturdays) has
become a monthly offering through Community & Continuing Education
(CCE) in the JCSM and Bell School Road buildings. It is open to 5th-8th
grade students in order to stimulate interest in Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Mathematics, by putting together projects, on sight
using repurposed materials, motors, and various type and size of
interlocking blocks. Each project is combined with a lesson and discussion
on how the project relates to our current scientific theme. Some projects
have included: creating an LED flower in a pots, balloon-powered vehicle,
a bubble-blowing machine, and simple computer coding.

August 22, 2018: Both credit and non-credit classes will be offered at
Belvidere North High School.

Summer, 2018: With several high school districts, served by RVC, the
college embarked on a high school “Pathways” model designed to provide
students with a clear track to education, training, and credentials.

A purpose-driven goal is to better align regional educational investment
with economic opportunity.

Strategic initiatives began include “Linking Talent with Opportunity,”

a workforce development program, and visioning of an Advanced
Technology Center (ATC) as a catalyst to propel the region further into the
forefront of modern, global technologies through innovative workforce
development development initiatives and to create a community culture
that values and promotes advanced technologies and manufacturing as a
critical element to its future. The ATC will address the needs of business
and industry by educating a marketable workforce for the Rockford
region that will lead residents to well-paying jobs with long-term career
opportunities, thereby fulfilling the college’s mission to empower
students and the community through lifelong learning.

January 15,2019: The RVC Aviation Maintenance Technology Program
and AAR, a major maintenance, repair and overhaul (MRO) employer,
began a Career Pathway partnership focused on growing highly skilled
talent to meet future demands for aviation maintenance technicians in
our region. Students who have qualified for and completed the program
will find employment as a Level lll Technician at AAR. Graduates of the
program can expect to earn over $50,000. As AAR employees, they will
have continuing education opportunities leading to Level | and Level Il
technicians as well as supervisory and quality control jobs within AAR that
pay up to $80,000 a year. The EAGLE Pathways partnership includes job
shadowing and mentoring components to successfully guide students
through the program.

March 26, 2019: Fundamentals of Mechatronics Certificate is established.
Mechatronics is an emerging field that blends mechanical engineering,
electrical engineering and computer science to design, build and operate
smart machines. Students learn a combination of mechanical, electrical,
computer and software skills to work with smart technologies, such as
robots, automated guided systems and computer-integrated
manufacturing equipment. Mechatronics technicians pursue careers

in Advanced Manufacturing and Robotics, Telecommunications and
Information Services, Biotechnology, Life Science and Medical Equipment
Design, and Transportation and Logistics.

April 11, 2019: The RVC Students for Responsible Environmental
Sustainability (SRES) Club, which is involved in several service projects
each year, received the Keep Northern lllinois Beautiful Earth Day
Hutchcroft Youth Award in the College category.

July 23, 2019: Supply Chain Management Certificate is established. The
certificate complements employment training within Rockford's strong
manufacturing and logistics base. A trained employee helps to a company
increase profits by decreasing purchasing and production costs for both
sellers and manufacturers. Students learn about planning, sourcing,
production, inventory management, distribution, and transportation.

September 27, 2019: RVC was awarded a $1.5 million Workforce Equity
Initiative (WEI) grant from the lllinois Community College Board (ICCB).
Participants in this initiative will be provided short-term educational
opportunities that will lead to employment specifically in the sectors of:
Truck Driver Training (TDT), Computer Numerical Control (CNC) Operation,
Cold Forming, and Industrial Welding. The RVC-WElI initiative provides
stipends to cover the cost of tuition, fees, and materials for courses
required to complete the identified short-term certificate. Also provided
are wrap-around support services, such as life and career coaching,
financial support for transportation and child care, addressing individuals
needs to be successful in completing educational requirements and
securing post-completion employment.

September 11, 2020: Advanced Mechatronics Certificate is established
in conjunction with expansion into the new ATC Advanced Technology
Center building. Expanding on training from Certificate 1 - Fundamentals
of Mechatronics, students will learn in this Certificate 2 — Advanced
Mechatronics, PLC's, industrial robots, pneumatics and hydraulics, and
troubleshooting an automated assembly line simulator.

See more “Historical Key Dates” of RVC Sports/Athletics & Booster Club info
(All-Americans, Coach of the Year, Championships) on pages 52 and 148.



RVC Accreditation Agencies

The Higher Learning Commission (HLC)
230 South LaSalle Street, Suite 7-500, Chicago, IL 60604
(800) 621-7440 | Website: hicommission.org

Accreditation Commission for Education in Nursing (ACEN)
3343 Peachtree Road, NE Suite 850, Atlanta, GA 30326
(404) 975-5000 | Fax:(404) 975-5020 | Website: acenursing.org

American Dental Association Commission on Dental Accreditation
(ADA CODA)

Dental Hygiene Program

211 East Chicago Avenue, Chicago, Illinois 60611

(312) 440-4653

Website: ADA.org/en/coda

American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP)
Phlebotomy Technician Program

33 West Monroe Street, Suite 1600, Chicago, IL 60603
(312) 541-4999 | Fax:(312)541-4998

Website: ASCPorg

American Welding Society

(Welding Technology Program)

8669 NW 36 Street, #130, Miami, FL 33166-6672

(800) 443-9353 or (305) 443-9353 | Website: aws.org

Automotive Service Excellence

(Automotive Service Technology Program)
(Instructor’s Certification Every Five Years)

National Institute for Automotive Service Excellence
101 Blue Seal Drive, S.E., Suite 101, Leesburg, VA 20175
(703) 669-6600

Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (COARC)
(Respiratory Care Program)

1248 Harwood Road, Bedford, TX 76021-4244

(817) 283-2835 | Website: coarc.com

Federal Aviation Administration

(Aviation Maintenance Technology Program)

Des Plaines FSDO

2300 E. Devon Avenue, Suite 274, Des Plaines, IL 60018
(630) 443-3126

Illinois Bureau of Apprenticeship Training
(Apprenticeship Programs)
USDOL/ETA/OATELS-BAT

230 S. Dearborn Street, Room 656, Chicago, IL 60604
(312) 596-5508

lllinois Department of Financial and Professional Regulation (IDFPR)
(Nursing Programs)

320 W. Washington Street, Springfield, IL 62786

(217) 785-0800

lllinois Department of Public Health (IDPH)

(Certified Nursing Aide Program & Emergency Medical Technician) 535
W. Jefferson Street, Springdfield, IL 62761

(217) 785-5133

National Automotive Technicians Education Foundation
(Automotive Service Technology Program)

101 Blue Seal Drive, S.E., Suite 101, Leesburg, VA 20175
(703) 669-6650

National Strength and Conditioning Association (NSCA)
Education Recognition Program

(Personal Training Certficate Program)

1885 Bob Johnson Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906
(719) 632-6722

Office of the State Fire Marshall

(Fire Science Program)

1035 Stevenson Road, Sprindfield, IL 67203-4259
(217) 782-4542
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Memberships

American Association of Community Colleges
One Dupont Circle, NW, Suite 410

Washington, DC 20036

(202) 728-0200

American Council on Education
One Dupont Circle, NW
Washington, DC 20036

(202) 939-9300

American Dental Hygienists Association (ADHA)

444 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 400, Chicago, IL 60611
(312) 440-8900

Website: ADHA.org

Council for Advancement and Support of Education
1307 New York Avenue, NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC 20005

(202) 328-2273

Council of North Central Two-Year Colleges
200 South 14th Street

Parsons, KS 67357

(620) 820-1233

Website: cnctyc.info

OADN (Organization for Associate Degree Nursing)
8650 Genesse Ave #214

P.O. Box 928380

San Diego, CA 92192-8380

(800) 809-6260

High Schools within
College District No. 511

Public high schools in the service area:
Rockford Auburn
Rockford East

Rockford Guilford
Rockford Jefferson
Belvidere

Belvidere North

Byron

+ Durand

Machesney Park Harlem
Rockton Hononegah
Oregon

Pecatonica N
North Boone o
South Beloit P
Stillman Valley

Winnebago

Rock Valley College District Map

Private high schools* in the service area:
Boylan Catholic

Christian Life Schools

Firstborn Christian Academy
Keith Country Day

Rockford Lutheran

Lydia Urban Academy-Rockford
North Love Christian

Our Lady Sacred Heart Academy
Regents Christian Academy
Rock River Academy

Rockford Christian Schools
Rockford Igra’ School

*List of schools provided by the National Center for Education.
This list may not reflect all private high schools in the RVC district.



https://www.hlcommission.org
http://www.acenursing.org
https://www.ADA.org/en/coda
http://www.ascp.org
http://www.aws.org
http://www.coarc.com
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Academic Calendar 2021-2022

2021 FALL SEMESTER

August 14 (Saturday)*

August 16 (Monday)*

September 4, 5,6 (Saturday, Sunday, Monday)
September 7 (Tuesday)

November 24 (Wednesday)

November 25, 26, 27, 28 (Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday)
December 3 (Friday)

December 4 (Saturday)

December 6 - 11 (Monday-Saturday)

December 12 (Sunday)

December 20 - 22
December 24 - 27
December 28 - 30
December 31 - January 3

(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday)
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday)
(Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday)
(Friday, Saturday, Sunday, Monday)

2022 SPRING SEMESTER

January 7 (Friday)

January 8 (Saturday)*
January 10 (Monday)*

January 17 (Monday)
March6-13 (Sunday-Sunday)
March 14/19 (Monday/Saturday)
April 14 (Thursday)

April 15,16, 17 (Friday, Saturday, Sunday)
April 30 (Saturday)

May 6 (Friday)

May 7 (Saturday)

May 9-13 (Monday - Friday)
May 13 (Friday at 6 p.m.)
May 15 (Sunday)

2022 SUMMER - SESSION |

May 16 (Monday)*
May 30 (Monday)
June9 (Thursday)
June 12 (Sunday)

Weekend Classes Begin

Weekday Classes Begin

No Weekend Classes/College Closed

Faculty & Staff Development Day/No Classes/Offices Closed Fall
Recess/No Classes/College Open

No Classes/College Closed

End of Weekday Classes

End of Weekend Classes

Final Exams for Weekday Classes
Grades Due by 11:59 p.m. Sunday Night
No Classes/College Offices Open

No Classes/College Closed

No Classes/College Offices Open

No Classes/College Closed

Faculty Development Day

Weekend Classes Begin

Weekday Classes Begin

No Classes/College Closed

Spring Recess - No Weekday or Weekend Classes
Weekday / Weekend Classes Resume

Faculty & Staff Development Day/No Classes/Offices Open
No Classes/College Closed

End of Weekend Classes

End of Weekday Classes

Final Exams for Weekend Classes

Final Exams for Weekday Classes
Commencement Exercises

Grades Due By 11:59 p.m. Sunday Night

FOUR-WEEK SESSION (14 days, plus 1 final exam day)
Classes Begin

No Classes/College Closed

Final Exams

Grades Due By 11:59 p.m. Sunday Night

* Check class schedule for specific dates. Check dates for the following class sessions — 12-week, 8-week, 4-week Sessions.

Deadlines vary for courses less than 16 weeks in length.
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PHONE DIRECTORY

The five buildings noted in the column below by their acronym, are all located on
the RVC Main Campus: Classroom Building Il (CLIl); Educational Resource Center
(ERC); Jacobs Center for Science & Math (JCSM); Physical Education Center (PEC);

ACADEMIC DIVISION DISCIPLINES
RockValleyCollege.edu/Academics
Arts & Social Sciences Division

Accounting - ATG
Anthropology — ANP

Art - ART

Business Administration — BUS
Criminal Justice - CRM

Early Childhood Education - ECE
Economics - ECO

Education - EDU

Geography - GEO

Graphic Arts Technology — GAT
History — HST

Management - MGT

Marketing - MKT

Music - MUS

Office Professional - PCI/OFF
Political Science — PSC
Psychology - PSY

Sociology - SOC

Supply Chain Management - SCM
Theatre - THE

Career Technical Education

Apprenticeships/Internships

Automotive Service Technology - ATM
Aviation Maintenance Technology - AVM
Computers & Information Systems — CIS
Electronic Engineering Technology - EET
Engineering - EGR

Manufacturing Engineering Technology - MET
Mechatronics - MEC

Personal Computer Technical Specialist — PCT
Sustainable Energy Systems — EET

Web Programming & Design — WEB

Welding - WLD

Communication & Humanities Division

Composition & Literature - ENG/LIT
Developmental English (ENG 099)
Developmental Reading / Writing
(RDG 092, RDG 096, RDG 099, ENG 095, ENG 097)
Humanities - HUM
Mass Communication - COM
Modern Languages — FRN, GRM, SPN
Philosophy - PHL
Speech - SPH

Mathematics & Sciences Division

Mathematics - MTH

Life Sciences
Biology — BIO

Physical Sciences
Atmospheric Science - ATS
Chemistry - CHM
Geology - GEL
Physical Geography — PGE
Physics — PHY

Nursing & Allied Health Division

Dental Hygiene - DNT

Fire Science — FRE

Fitness, Wellness, & Sport - FWS
Health (HLT 101, 110)

Nursing - NRS

Nursing Aide - NAD
Phlebotomy Technician — PLB
Respiratory Care — RSP

and Student Center (SC).

DEPARTMENT PHONE
RVC Main Phone Number (815) 921-7821
STUDENT SERVICES

Academic & Transfer Advising [SC, 2nd Floor] (815) 921-4100

+Academic Transfer Advising + Academic Goal Planning

Admissions & Information Desk / Welcome Center [SC, 15t FIoor] «vvusereesseees (815)921-4000
«Campus Tours «Enrollment - Password Resets «Recruitment - Student I.D.

Athletics [PEC] (815)921-3801
Bookstore [, Ground Floor] (815)921-1680
Career Services, Advising & Placement [SC, 2nd FIOOM vevuuureesseeessrssssenesssneess (815) 921-4100

Dean of Students Office [SC, 2nd Floor] (815) 921-4281
+ Prevention Education - Student Complaints -« Student Code/Handbook
« TitleIX -Behavioral Intervention Team (B.L.T.) w...erosmeersssssenee (815)921-4270

Disability Support Services (DSS) (Section 504 Coordinator) [SC, Ground Floor] ...... (815) 921-2371
« Sign Language Interpreters + RAISE Program

Distance Learning [ERC, 2nd Floor]
+ EAGLE Support Center
EagleSupport@RockValleyCollege.edu

Early College (cL 11, 1st Floor]
+ Dual Credit + Dual Enrollment « Running Start

Financial Aid & Scholarships [sc, 2nd Floor]
Foundation Office [Spring Brook House]
Getting Started Center (GCS) (€, 1st Floor] (815) 921-4094
+ New Student Welcome Events  « STU 100 - Planning for Success
+ Peer Mentors « Tech Connect Sessions & Student Success Workshops

Intercultural Student Services [SC, 2nd Floor] (815)921-4116
« DACA/International Student Admissions

Joint Agreements

Library [ERC, 15t & 2nd Floors] (815)921-4600
« Circulation Service (815)921-4615
« Interlibrary Loan (815) 921-4607

(815)
(

(815) 921-4646

(815)921-4080

(815) 921-4150
(815) 921-4500

(815) 921-4250

« Library Support 815) 921-4626
+ Reference Desk 815)921-4619

Personal & Success Counseling [SC, 2nd Floor] (815) 921-4100/4101
Records & Registration Office [SC, 2nd Floor] (815)921-4250

RVC Police Department ~ —Emergency 9-1-1
-Non-Emergency, Police .. (815) 966-2900
—RVCPD Administrative Line .. (815)921-4357
Starlight Theatre — Box Office (815)921-2160
Student Life [SC, 15t Floor] (815)921-4184
« Student Government Association (SGA) & Campus Activities Board (CAB)
Testing Center [SC, Ground Floor] (815)921-2380
« PlacementTesting «Exam Proctoring - Certification Exams
Title IX Coordinator [SC, 2nd Floor] Private Line (815) 921-1500
TRIO (5]
Achieve Scholars [Sc, 2nd Floor]
Complete [sC, 2nd Floor] 815)921-4114
Upward Bound [Sc, 2nd Floor] 815)921-4127

(815)
(815)
(815)
Tuition Payments [SC, 2nd Floor] (815)921-4414
(815)
(815)
(815)

815) 921-4280

Tutoring & Writing Center [SC, Ground Floor] 815)921-2370
The Valley Forge Student News Source [ERC, Ground FIOOT] wuvuveeeesreeresreersessssssssnes 815)921-3331
Veterans Services [SC, 2nd Floor] 815) 921-4163

OTHER CONTACTS

Adult Education (GED & ESL) [RVC Downtown]
Center for Learning in Retirement (CLR) (Bell School Road Center]
Community & Continuing Education (CCE) (cLi, 1st Floor]
Rock Valley College Downtown (RVCD)
Traffic Safety Program [CL1I, Ground Floor]

Workforce Development [N. Main Street]
+Adult & Dislocated Workers Program
« Elevate (Youth) Program  « Refugee & Immigrant Services

(815) 921-2000
(815)921-3931
(815) 921-3900
(815)921-4290
(815)921-3940
(815)921-2200
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Rock Valley College Foundation

Established in 1979, the Rock Valley College Foundation, a 501(c) (3),
was founded to help remove the financial barriers facing our
students, provide additional funding to enhance the educational
experience and offer donors an opportunity to impact our
classrooms, students and future workforce.

Thanks to the generosity and support of our loyal alumni,
community donors, and local business partners, the following
highlights took place in 2020:

« The RVC Foundation was the grateful recipient of many
granting partnerships including gifts from the Community
Foundation of Northern lllinois, Enbridge Energy, Kiwanis Club
of Rockford, and Blue Cross Blue Shield of Northern lllinois.

« In the fall of 2020, 253 scholarships were awarded to
209 deserving students.

« The RVC Foundation supported the purchase of the new
sound system at Starlight Theatre thanks to $232,000 raised
through the “Save Our Sound” Campaign.

« Tech Bus renovations began thanks to over $350,000 that was
raised to launch a new RVC“Tech Bus” program to help narrow
the growing digital gap within our region.

To view our most recent Donor Honor Roll, please visit:
RockValleyCollege.edu/FoundationAnnualReport.

WOODWARD

RackValleyCollage ac Tech B

RVC Foundation Scholarships Are Here to Help You!

To apply for, or to learn more about the many RVC Foundation Scholarships
that are available each academic year,
please visit: RockValleyCollege.edu/Scholarships.

2020
nauhIalel College
GOLDEN FUTURES
VIRTUAL RUN/WALK

ﬂunll you,
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RVC 6th Annual Golden Futures 5K Race/Walk
Scholarship Fundraiser:
Over 105 adults and children participated in this year’s race
benefiting scholarships at RVC.

Should you wish to learn more about the RVC Foundation and how
you can make a difference in countless lives, please contact:
Rock Valley College Foundation
3301 N. Mulford Road, Rockford, IL 61114-5699
(815) 921-4500 | Fax: (815) 921-4509
RockValleyCollege.edu/Foundation.

Also, please see page 24, in the Financial Aid section —
paragraph Scholarships.

Foundation Staff (left-right):
Linda Buerger, Scholarships & Operations Manager
Laura Anderson, Administrative Assistant Il|
Brittany Freiberg, Chief Development Officer

A proud scholarship recipient meets his Metrology Resource
Group Engineering Scholarship donor for the first time.


http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/foundationannualreport
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/scholarships
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/foundation

NEW STUDENT CHECKLIST

Getting Started Is Easy
Contact RVC at (815) 921-4250 with any questions regarding these six (6) steps to becoming a College Student.

STEP 1: APPLY

Apply online at: RockValleyCollege.edu/Apply
« (815)921-4250
« RVC-Admissions@RockValleyCollege.edu
« RockValleyCollege.edu/Admission

STEP 2: TAKE THE PLACEMENT TEST

and/or submit ACT, SAT results, high school transcripts, official college
transcripts to the RVC Records Office. For information on placement tests
contact the RVCTesting Center at:

+ (815)921-2380

+ RVC-Testing-Center@RockValleyCollege.edu

+ RockValleyCollege.edu/Admission/Testing/PlacementTestRequirements

STEP 3: MEET WITH AN ACADEMIC &
TRANSFER ADVISOR for registration.
To set up an appointment with an Academic Advisor:
« (815)921-4100
+ RVC-ATA@RockValleyCollege.edu
+ RockValleyCollege.edu/Advising

RockValleyCollege.edu/ImportantDates.

STEP 4: APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID
fafsa.gov | FAFSA Code: 001747
For assistance with the Financial Aid process, please
contact the RVC Financial Aid Office at:

- (815)921-4510

+ RVC-FIA@RockValleyCollege.edu

+ RockValleyCollege.edu/Financial Aid

STEP 5: MAKE PAYMENT
ARRANGEMENTS

Check Online Services and/or
RockValleyCollege.edu/ImportantDates for due dates.

STEP 6: ATTEND A NEW STUDENT
WELCOME EVENT
To RSVP for the event visit:
« (815)921-4094
« RVCGettingStarted@RockValleyCollege.edu
» RockValleyCollege.edu/NewStudentWelcome

Registration and Payment information
can be viewed at:
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http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/admission
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/advising
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/importantdates
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/financialaid
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/newstudentwelcome
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/importantdates
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/admission/testing/placementtestrequirements
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ADMISSION

Admission Policy

Rock Valley College (RVC) has an “open door” admission policy
and admits students who meet the following criteria:

1. Are high school graduates or General Education
Development (GED) earners. However, if you have earned a
foreign high school credential, you must submit your High
School Diploma to Educational Credential Evaluator (ECE) for
evaluation. Visit the Intercultural Student Services Office or
Records and Registration Department located on the second
floor of the Student Center for more information.

2. Non-high school graduates age 18 years or older.

3. Transfer students from other colleges. Only credits earned
from regionally accredited institutions will be accepted.
No grade point average will be calculated on those credits
accepted via transfer.

4. High school students age 16 or 17 who have written approval
from the high school principal or counselor at the school
where they have legal residence.

5. High school students under age 16 may be considered for
enrollment in credit classes with the joint approval of the
high school principal and RVC's Early College department.
Students under 16 years old may enroll in non-credit classes;
special permission is not required.

For more information call (815) 921-4080.

Once admitted to the college, students may enroll in any course
as long as individual course prerequisites, placement procedures,
and/or developmental admission requirements are met and
space for effective instruction is available.

New Students

1. Apply online at: RockValleyCollege.edu/Apply. Some
programs have limited enrollment and require additional
application steps such as Aviation Maintenance Technology,
Dental Hygiene, Nursing, and Respiratory Care. Refer to the
Career and Technical Education Programs section (starting on
page 54) for specific program admission details.

2. Apply for Financial Aid. See pages 23-24 for more
information.

3. Submit ACT/SAT Scores, official copies of high school and
prior college transcripts. GED graduates should submit
original certificates from the Regional Education Office. All
documents should be submitted to Records and Registration.

4. Meet placement requirements. For more information, see
page 20 or visit: RockValleyCollege.edu/PlacementTest.

5. Attend aTech Connect Session. Registration is required at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/GSC-Reg. Contact the Getting Started
Center for additional information, (815) 921-4094.

6. All students who intend to earn one of the following degrees
are required to complete STU 100 - Planning for Success:
Associate of Arts (A.A.), Associate of Science (A.S.), and
Associate in Engineering Science (A.E.S). Students seeking an
Associate in Applied Science or a certificate may be required to
attend a Tech Connect Session (see program requirements).

7. The New Student Welcome event is an opportunity for new
students to meet, tour the campus, learn about campus
resources and participate in activities. Online registration for
the event: RockValleyCollege.edu/NewStudentWelcome.

8. To schedule an academic or transfer advising appointment or
for assistance registering for classes, contact Academic and
Transfer Advising at (815) 921-4094.

9. Paymentin full is due in the Accounts Receivable office by
the payment due date. Failure to make payment in full or
sign up for the FACTS payment plan by the deadline will
result in the cancellation of classes. Failure to receive a bill
does NOT affect the payment due date.

For more information call (815) 921-4414 for details or visit:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Payment. Check for payment due
dates at: RockValleyCollege.edu/ImportantDates.

10. Rent or purchase books for your classes from the
RVC Bookstore on the ground floor of the Student Center
(see page 31 for more information or go to:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Bookstore).

International Student Admission

Students who are in the United States (U.S.) on an F1 visa are
considered international students. To enroll at the college, these
students must:

1. Apply online at: RockValleyCollege.edu/Apply, or pick up a
paper application at the Welcome Center on the first floor
in the Student Center on the RVC Main Campus. Some
programs have limited enrollment and require additional
application steps such as Aviation Maintenance Technology,
Nursing, Dental Hygiene, and Respiratory Care. Refer to the
Career and Technical Education Programs section (starting on
page 54) for specific program admission details.

2. Submit proof of English language competency.

a. Minimum score of 71 internet based, 213 computer based,
or 550 paper based on the Test of English as a Foreign
Language (TOEFL) or an overall band score of 6.0 on the
International English Language Testing System (IELTS)

b. A statement of completion of the 9th grade level at an
ESL Language Center

¢. Ifyou are here in the U.S. as a foreign student with an
F-1or J-1 visa attending a U.S. high school or college,
you will need to supply the transcript from that
institution

3. Complete the Statement of Financial Support or proof of
“live-in-guest” status*. Either form must be notarized.

4. Submit original transcripts of all high school and
university work.

5. Complete steps 4-6 of the New Student Admission section
indicated to the left.

6. Complete steps 7-9 of the New Student Admission section
by meeting directly with the International Student Services,
Coordinator.

7. You are required to submit your High School Diploma
to Educational Credential Evaluator (ECE) to have your
transcript evaluated. This is required to be submitted with
your application packet. Please visit the Intercultural Student
Services Office or Records and Registration Department
located on the second floor of the Student Center for
more information.

*Students with “live in guest,” approval are eligible for
in-district tuition rates and are subject to a non-negotiable
$500 International student fee assessed each term.

All documents must be submitted by the published deadlines to
the Records and Registration Office. Please note: Financial Aid is
not available to international students, and RVC does not provide
on-campus housing. For questions about international student
admission, contact (815) 921-4251. This school is authorized
under federal law to enroll non-immigrant alien students.


http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/bookstore
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/apply
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/placementtest
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/payment
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/importantdates
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/apply

ADM ISSION (continued)

Early College:
Dual Credit, Dual Enrollment,
& Articulated Credit .......... (815) 921-4080

Located: Classroom Building Il - first floor - room 153
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/EarlyCollege

Rock Valley College offers opportunities for high school students to
earn college credit:

1. Dual Credit: Earn college and high school credit simultaneously;
classes available at RVC and in participating high schools.

2. Dual Enrollment: Earn college credit only; classes available at RVC.

3. Articulated Credit: Earn college credit for prior career and
technical education courses completed at approved high schools.

High School Partnership Programs: Programs for qualified high
school students offered in partnership with area high schools.

+  Running Start (2-year Program): Attend RVC full-time during
junior and senior year to earn dual credit toward completing
a High School Diploma while earning an Associate Degree
simultaneously.

+ Running Start (1-year Program): Attend RVC full-time during
senior year to earn dual credit toward completing a High School
Diploma while beginning an Associate Degree.

+ Senior Semester: Attend RVC full-time in the last semester of
senior year to earn dual credit toward completing a High School
Diploma while beginning an Associate Degree.

- Pathways (Linking Talent with Opportunity): Enroll in a
sequence of career and technical education courses at high
school and earn RVC articulated credit and dual credit toward an
RVC certificate or degree program.
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Returning Students*

1. Review courses already taken and carefully review the
College Catalog and Online Schedule available at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/OnlineServices or
RockValleyCollege.edu/Courses.

2. Returning students are highly recommended to attend the
Getting Started Center’s Tech Connect Session (see page 20).
If you have questions, call (815) 921-4094.

3. Apply for Financial Aid (see page 23, for more information).
Consult with an Academic Advisor when selecting classes and
setting academic goals, call (815) 921-4100.

5. If nearing graduation, submit an application for graduation at
the Records and Registration Office. For graduation application
submission deadlines, see page 28.

6. Check registration dates at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/ImportantDates.

7. Register for classes.

Arrange payment by payment deadline.
Check payment due dates at:

RockValleyCollege.edu/ImportantDates.

* Note: Students may be required to complete an application if they have not attended
aclass at RVCin 3 years; or if it has been more than 3 years since enrollment. Contact
Admissions for more information.

Transferring Credit To RVC

Students at Rock Valley College who have credits from another college
and plan to earn a degree/certificate at RVC should submit an official
transcript, including any developmental courses taken which are used
at Rock Valley College for placement, in a sealed envelope from the
issuing institution, to the Records and Registration Office, along with
a transcript evaluation request form. The transcript evaluation form is
available in the Records and Registration Office located on the second
floor of the Student Center. Evaluations may take four (4) to six (6)
weeks after receipt of all materials.

Criteria for evaluation of transferable credits:

«  Transfer credit must be earned at a regionally
accredited institution.

« Whenever possible, RVC course equivalents for 100 and
200 level credits are awarded. If that is not possible,
up to 21 credits of electives may be granted.

300 level/junior level credits will transfer on a course by course
basis once equivalency is determined.

« 400 level credits require permission from the appropriate dean if a
potential equivalency is determined.

+  Students may be required to provide course descriptions/syllabi
to complete the transfer credit process. Elective credit may be
re-evaluated by submitting a syllabus to the Records and
Registration Office.

+ RVCaccepts“D"grades only if the overall GPA is 2.0.

(Refer to course descriptions at the back of this catalog for
minimum course grade requirements; additional information is
provided in the degree requirements for the Associate of Arts and
Associate in Science beginning on page 40, and in the degree/
certificate requirements in the Career and Technical Education
Programs beginning on page 54.)

+  Transfer credit does not affect cumulative GPA at RVC.

«  All new students intending to earn an Associate of Arts, Associate
in Science, or Associate in Engineering Science, will be required
to complete STU 100. It is recommended this requirement
be completed during your first academic semester. Students
intending to earn an Associate in Applied Science Degree or
certificate are not required to complete STU 100, but are highly
encouraged to do so.


http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/earlycollege
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/importantdates
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/importantdates
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/onlineservices
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/courses
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A D M |SS I O N (continued)

RVC does not honor substitutions and/or waivers made at another
institution, unless approved by the appropriate dean.

«  Only degree/certificate required courses will be transferred in to a
student’s record. A maximum of 44 transfer credits will be applied.
A minimum of 20 RVC credits are required to complete a RVC
degree/certificate.

«  Foreign transfer credit must be evaluated by Education Credential
Evaluators (ECE), please go to: ECE.org.

Military transfer credit may be awarded upon evaluation of the
Joint Services Transcript. The Joint Services Transcript (JST) can
be ordered at no cost to the student by going to the website -
https://jst.doded.mil (for Army, Navy, Marine, and Coast Guard).
Air Force must request an unopened copy of their official
transcripts from the Community College of the Air Force.

In response to the new Credit for Military Experience ACT,
(HB3701), the college will use ACE, American Council on
Education, to conduct and facilitate academic reviews of military
courses and occupations.

«  Four (4) Fitness, Wellness, and Sport (FWS) credits will
automatically be awarded to students who have completed
basic training.

«  The evaluation of transfer credit may require course descriptions/
syllabi to complete the transfer credit process. Course content
must be equal to a Rock Valley College course in order to transfer
in equivalent credits. Vocational elective credit may be awarded if
Rock Valley College does not offer an equivalent course.

[Note: Vocational elective credit cannot be used towards degree completion.]

Admission Requirements For

Transfer Degree Programs

Students pursuing a transfer degree (Associate of Arts, Associate

in Science, or Associate in Engineering Science), must successfully
complete specific high school or college courses as outlined in the
lllinois Public Act 86-0954 (see High School Requirements below).

A student who does not meet these requirements at the time of
enrollment is provisionally admitted as a pre-baccalaureate transfer
student. When course deficiencies have been completed, the student
is reclassified as a baccalaureate transfer student.

High School Requirements

Subject Years Courses

English 4 Written and Oral
Communication, Literature

Mathematics 3 Algebra |, Geometry,
Algebra Il, Trigonometry

Social Studies 3 History, Government

Science 3 Laboratory, Science

Electives 2 Foreign Language, Art,

Music, or Vocational
Students with academic deficiencies are considered by RVC to
have satisfied these deficiencies upon successful completion of
32 college level credits (courses numbered 100 or above with a
minimum 2.0 GPA), which must include ENG 101, SPH 131, one Social
Sciences course, one four-credit laboratory Science course, and one
Mathematics course (MTH 115 or higher).

Non-Degree Seeking Students

There are two options that will enable you to register for classes more

easily by deferring placement test requirements:

« Visiting students are students who normally attend another
university but want to take classes during the summer or any other
semester and then transfer them back to their home university.

+ Astudent-at-large is someone who wants to take a few classes
(up to 12 credits) to test out a program or the college.

Please visit: RockValleyCollege.edu/NonDegree.

Placement Requirements

Many classes at RVC have placement requirements, which can
be assessed through submitting high school transcripts (GPA
requirements), SAT/ACT scores, or college transcripts including
Advance Placement (AP), College Level Examination Program
(CLEP), and International Baccalaureate (IB). All score reports and
transcripts should be submitted to the Records and Registration
Office for evaluation as soon as possible, (815) 921-4250, or visit:
RockValleyCollege.edu/PlacementTestRequirements.

Placement testing assesses a student’s abilities in reading, English,
and mathematics for the purpose of appropriate course placement.
All testing is computer-based, untimed, and scores are immediately
available.

More information about the placement test is available at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/PlacementTest and in the

Testing Center, (815) 921-2380.

ACT/SAT scores may be submitted for possible placement test waivers if
submitted for evaluation within three (3) years of the original test date.
Post-secondary transcripts/degrees from institutions accredited

by recognized regional agencies, including any developmental or
remedial courses taken, may be submitted for possible placement test
waivers or exemptions based on evaluation.

Testing accommodations for students with disabilities must be
approved by the Office of Disability Support Services (DSS) at least
one (1) week prior to testing in order to arrange appropriate services,
(815) 921-2371.

Getting Started Center
(GSC) ..o (815) 921-4094

Located: Student Center - first floor, room 1102
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/GSC

1. Tech Connect Sessions (TCS) are offered throughout the academic
year. All new students are encouraged to attend a TCS once they
have registered for classes. During the TCS, Students are introduced
to RVC Online services and RVC Eagle, the learning management
system. Seating is limited, please register online:
RockValleyCollege.edu/GSC-Reg.

2. The“New Student Welcome Event”is offered prior to the start of
fall and spring semesters. All new students are expected to attend
a New Student Welcome. It is an opportunity to meet other new
students, tour the campus, attend a resource fair, and learn about
the student services on campus. Online registration:
RockValleyCollege.edu/NewStudentWelcome.

3. Peer mentors are a resource for all students. They share the
student experiences, connect students resources available on
campus and help students engage through campus activities,
clubs and organizations. To contact a peer mentor:
RVC-GettingStarted@RockValleyCollege.edu.

4. Student Success Workshops are offered during the spring and fall
semesters and are open to all students. A diverse range of topics
are covered in an effort to meet the needs and interests of all RVC
students. The workshops provide an opportunity for students
to engage on campus and meet other students with common
interests.

In order to register for classes, students must have completed an

application for Admission, and have met placement requirements

(see page 17 for New Student Checklist).

Itis highly recommended that all new students attend a

Tech Connect Session, provided by the Getting Started Center,

after they have registered for classes.



http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/placementtestrequirements
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/placementtest
http://www.ece.org
https://www.jst.doded.mil
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/gsc
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/newstudentwelcome
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/gsc-reg
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/nondegree

RECORDS & REGISTRATION

Auditing A Class

Students who wish to audit a course without receiving credit must
visit the Records and Registration Office. Auditing students pay full
tuition and fees — see Tuition and Fees located on the RVC website:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Tuition.

Changes may be made from credit to audit, or vice versa, only during
the open registration period. Audits are not allowed for non-credit
courses.

Academic Load

Full-time students: Students enrolled in twelve (12) semester hours
of course work or more during the fall, spring, or summer terms shall
be considered full-time. The summer term consists of Summer Session |
and Summer Session Il. The total amount of semester hours taken in
Summer | and Summer Il will determine the enrollment classification
for the summer term. The recommended maximum academic load
during fall or spring semesters is 18 credit hours, during Summer
Session | is six (6) credit hours, and Summer Session Il is nine (9) credit
hours, registration for any additional hours must be approved by the
Vice President of Academic Affairs.

« A petition for an academic overload is required and can be
obtained in the Academic and Transfer Advising Office, on the
second floor of the Student Center on the Main Campus.

Part-time students: Students enrolled in one to eleven (1-11)
semester hours of course work during the fall, spring, or summer terms
shall be considered part-time. Students enrolled in less than six (6)
semester hours of course work during any term shall be considered
less than half-time.
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Withdrawal From A Class

Rock Valley College reserves the right to administratively withdraw
those students who are not actively attending and/or participating

in the course as determined by the instructor. Students may also

be withdrawn for emergency or disciplinary reasons or if they are
enrolled in courses not consistent with placement testing and course
prerequisites. Students are responsible for officially withdrawing from
course(s) they are no longer attending. These types of withdrawals
do not remove any financial obligations incurred for the course(s).
The appropriate withdrawal forms are available at the Records and
Registration Office. Course withdrawal is only available in person.

Students are encouraged to consult with their Instructor, Academic
Advisor, and the Financial Aid Office if they are receiving aid, before
withdrawing from a course. Withdrawal after the last day for tuition
refunds date will result in a“W" grade on a student’s transcript.
Deadlines for shorter-term courses may be found in the Records and
Registration Office.

Grades of “W” (withdrawal) are not used in calculating the GPA

or semester hours attempted but will count toward financial aid
eligibility. No withdrawals are accepted after the deadline except in
case of extenuating circumstances.

Students called up for Military Active duty must contact the Veterans
Services Office at (815) 921-4163.

Students with extenuating circumstances (military activation, death of
immediate family member, or serious medical condition) must submit
an Enrollment Appeal to the Records and Registration Office by calling
(815) 921-4250. Enrollment Appeal forms are available in the Records
and Registration Office. All appeal forms must be accompanied by
supporting documentation or the appeal will be denied. Submitting an
appeal does not guarantee approval.

L —
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TUITION & FEES

By registering for a course, students agree to pay the required tuition
and fees for that course. Tuition is charged per semester hour for credit
courses and varies depending upon residency. Tuition rates and fees
are subject to change without prior notice.

Residency

Students applying to RVC are classified for the purpose of determining
tuition and fee rates. Evidence of resident status is provided on

each applicant via application they submitted. Questions regarding
classification should be directed to the Records and Registration Office
at (815) 921-4250 or visit our website at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Residency.

In-District Student

To be classified as a District 511 resident, students must have resided
within the district for at least 30 days prior to the start of the semester.
Students who have moved from an out-of-district or out-of-state
residence to an in-district residence for reasons other than attending
RVC are exempt from the 30-day requirement upon verification.
Residency verification requires one of the following: an official signed
lease or rental agreement, a current lllinois driver’s license or State I.D.,
a utility bill in the student’s name, or a valid lllinois voter’s registration
card. A student living outside the district/state, but who is employed
at least 35 hours per week within the district, must present a letter
from the employer prior to each semester testifying to that fact in
order to have out-of-district/state fees waived.

Note: If a person is Active Duty in the military or utilizing military
educational benefits, then the board shall deem that person an in-
district resident for tuition purposes.

International students may be considered in-district students if they:

1. graduated from a high school in the RVC district and hold a
student visa or

2. have a sponsor who lives within the district and signs a form
verifying sponsorship and guaranteeing payment of tuition, fees,
and miscellaneous college charges.

Contact the Records and Registration Office at (815) 921-4250

with questions or visit our website at:

RockValleyCollege.edu/Residency.

Out-Of-District Student

A student who has not established residency within Community
College District 511, but is a resident of the state of lllinois, will be
classified as out-of-district and charged the appropriate tuition.
Out-of-district students who want to attain an approved occupational
program degree or certificate offered only at RVC and not their own
district community college should refer to “Joint Agreement Program”
on page 95.

Out-Of-State Students

Students whose legal residence is outside of Illinois are considered
out-of-state students and charged the appropriate tuition.
International students who are not citizens of the United States
and do not meet the criteria listed above will be considered
out-of-state students.

Tuition/Fees

For current tuition rates and specific class fees, refer to the
RVC website at: RockValleyCollege.edu/Tuition.

Tuition For Senior Citizens (age 62 & over)

Students 62-64 years of age, prior to the start of the semester, who
are residents of Rock Valley College District 511 qualify for a reduced
tuition rate of $25 per credit hour for credit courses only.

Students age 65 and over, prior to the start of the semester, who are
district residents may attend credit classes tuition free.

All other fees will be assessed at a full rate for students in both age
categories. The tuition reduction is not applicable for enroliment in
non-credit seminars, classes, or programs.

Tuition Refund

Rock Valley College has determined students may receive a tuition
refund upon dropping credit courses based on the following
guidelines. In each case if the student drops courses by the specified
date, all tuition and fees are refunded. There is no prorated schedule
for tuition and fee refunds.

Tuition refund requests should be made to the Records and
Registration Office during normal business hours. Refunds will be
made according to the following schedule:

COURSE LENGTH 100% REFUND NO REFUND
16-week course Before or during After the
(fall-spring) first 9 business 9th business day
days of semester of the semester*
4-to 15-week course On or before 4th After the 4th

business day from

start of class

On or before 3rd

business day from

start of class

*Saturdays are scheduled course days and are used in the
calculation of business days.

business day*

After the 3rd
business day*

Less than
4-week course

The college reserves the right to make the final decision on
all refunds.
« ltis the student’s responsibility to know the refund dates for
their courses.
« Non-attendance does not constitute a drop in a course nor qualify
students for a refund.

«  Failure to drop a course properly may result in a failing grade.

« Itis the student’s responsibility to drop themselves from a course.

« No refunds will be granted when a student is dismissed or
suspended from the college for disciplinary reasons.

+ Non-attendance due to Military service, contact Veterans Services
Office at (815) 921-4163.

Tuition Appeals

No tuition refund will be granted following the tuition refund date.

If extenuating circumstances exist (i.e., military activation, death of
immediate family member, or serious medical condition) a student
may submit a Tuition Appeal with supporting documentation to

the Records and Registration Office. A Tuition Appeal does not
automatically result in a refund. Tuition Appeals may be submitted
within the semester in which the student was enrolled in the course(s).
Students who have received Financial Aid funding do not qualify for a
tuition appeal refund; however, an enrollment appeal can be filed.


http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/residency
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/residency
http://www.rockvalleycollege.edu/tuition

TU ITION & FEES (continued)

Payment Information

There are two payment options available:

1. Pay Online. Log into your student services online account at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/OnlineServices to pay in full or initiate
a payment plan. Payment methods include credit (debit) cards
(VISA, Mastercard, Discover, and American Express; or ACH
Automated Clearing House-electronic transfer) from a checking
account. - OR -

2. Visit the Payment Center in the Student Center (second floor).
Payment methods include cash, check, money order,
or credit (debit) cards (VISA, Mastercard, Discover, and
American Express).

All credit (debit) card payments will be charged an additional 2.5%
non-refundable transaction fee.

Students who do not make their payment in full, have not been
awarded financial aid, or have not signed up for the payment plan will
have their classes cancelled for non-payment.

Tax Information: Prior year tax information (IRS tax form 1098T)

will be available in Online Services at: RockValleyCollege.edu/
OnlineServices by January 31st each year. Under Financial Information,
click the “View My 1098T form” link and select the year. Student must
have a social security number on file.

Joint Agreement Program

Rock Valley College’s District 511 Program. The program allows an

RVC student to attend another Illinois public community college at

an in-district tuition rate with proper approval and documentation.

An application for a Joint Agreement should be submitted 30 days
prior to the first day of the semester the student intends on registering
for. Please go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/Agreement to apply for an
agreement.

For more information about the program, please refer to the website
above, page 95, or contact Records and Registration at: (815) 921-4250.

Note: Out-of-district students interested in enrolling in a program

at Rock Valley College under a Joint Agreement will need to contact
their home community college prior to enrolling at RVC. If not sure of
residency, students can check the website listed above and click on
“Are You an RVC Resident?”

2021 - 2022 RVC COLLEGE CATALOG

GETTING STARTED

FINANCIAL AID

Four basic types of financial aid are available to Rock Valley College
students: grants, scholarships, loans, and student employment.

For complete information about financial assistance, contact the
Financial Aid Office at (815) 921-4150 or go to:
RockValleyCollege.edu/FinancialAid to view the RVC Financial Aid
Handbook for a complete list of Financial Aid options and policies.

Application Procedures

In order to determine eligibility for financial aid at Rock Valley College,
students must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA). Students must apply for aid yearly, as soon as possible after
October 1st for the following year’s fall/spring/summer semesters to
ensure full consideration for all grants.

Applications are considered on a date received basis. For example,
students should complete their 2020-21 FAFSA for the Fall 2020
semesters on or shortly after October 1, 2019. Students are encouraged
to use the IRS Data Retrieval Tool when completing the FAFSA.

For “priority consideration” deadlines students should refer to the RVC
Financial Aid Handbook. Students are encouraged to file online at:
https://fafsa.ed.gov. RVC’s school code for FAFSA purposes is 001747.
Over 50% of the FAFSA applications received last year contained
errors. To avoid lengthy delays in processing, please complete forms
accurately.

ACADEMIC STANDARDS OF PROGRESS FOR
RECIPIENTS OF FINANCIAL AID:

In accordance with the U.S. Department of Education and State of
lllinois regulations, Rock Valley College established Standards of
Academic Progress applicable to all financial aid recipients.

These standards apply to all students receiving federal and state

funding, including students using military education benefits

and students receiving student loans or federal/RVC work-study

employment.

Please note that all communication pertaining to academic standards will be

conducted through the RVC student email account.

For a copy of the entire policy, students can contact the Financial

Aid Office for the Financial Aid Handbook or view online at:

RockValleyCollege.edu/FinancialAid.

Completion Rate Requirement: A student must achieve a 67%

cumulative completion rate for all course work attempted at Rock

Valley College. This applies whether or not the student previously

received financial aid. In addition, the student must achieve a 67%

cumulative completion rate for all course work attempted within a

given semester.

a. Credit hours completed are defined as completion of a course by
the end of a given semester in which a student is enrolled and
receiving a grade of A, B, C, D, or P.

b. Credit hours attempted include all credit classes in which the
student is enrolled after the last day to drop for refund.

Course withdrawals after the last day to drop as well as courses
with grades of “F"and “I” count as hours attempted for financial
aid purposes.

¢.  Audits, proficiency tests, and non-credit courses are not included
in the total number of credit hours attempted.

Grade-Point Average (GPA) Requirement for 2020-2021:

A student must maintain a minimum GPA requirement in order to

continue receiving financial aid. Students can receive financial aid

while on a Financial Aid Warning Status.

GPA 0-1.49 I ) 2.0-4.0
Hours attempted 1-12 | Financial Aid Warning Financial Aid Warning | Satisfactory
Hours attempted 13-24 | Financial Aid Suspension | Financial Aid Warning | Satisfactory
Hours attempted 25 + | Financial Aid Suspension | Financial Aid Suspension | Satisfactory
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FI NANCIAL AI D (continued)

Maximum Timeframe Requirement

Students may receive financial aid for the first 150% of the published
length of their program credit hours attempted at Rock Valley College,
even if financial aid was not received for all attempted courses. For
example, if a student is attempting an Associates of Arts Degree,

the published length of program is 64 credits. Applying the 150%
maximum timeframe rule on this program would limit a student to

96 attempted credits (64 credits x 150% = 96 maximum credits).
Please note that this maximum timeframe is specific to the student’s
chosen program, and in some cases may be more or less than

96 attempted credit hours.

Attempted hours include:

+ Any Developmental/Remedial courses (less than 100 level —
i.e.,, MTH 093) beyond 30 attempted credits

- Repeated courses

- Withdrawn courses (after the tuition refund period)
+ Non-completed courses (incompletes — grade of I)
- Transfer courses accepted for credit at RVC

» Courses with grades of A, B,C, D, F

Evaluation Requirement

At Rock Valley College, academic performance must be evaluated
before a student can receive financial assistance. Academic
performance is evaluated after each fall and spring semester.
(The fall evaluation will include any summer courses in the overall
completion rate.)

Developmental Course Requirements

While taking developmental courses (i.e.,, MTH 097) a student
must also be enrolled in and attending an eligible 100 level class.
Please note that Title IV funding is limited to a maximum of 30
developmental course credits.

Note: Financial Aid will only consider payment for a class repeated
two times.

These requirements are subject to change and may be updated.

Repeated Courses

A student may receive financial assistance one time for a repeated
course. Third attempts will not be counted in the calculation for
federal student aid.

Scholarships

A variety of scholarships are available to Rock Valley College students
through private funding sources and the Rock Valley College
Foundation. Information about these opportunities and applications
can be obtained through the Financial Aid Office or
RockValleyCollege.edu/Scholarships.

Military Education Benefits

Rock Valley College offers priority registration to all students using
military education benefits (service member, veteran, spouse and
dependent). Students interested in using military education benefits,
federal and/or state, should contact the Veterans Services Offices at
(815) 921-4163. For more information or review of eligible military
programs visit: RockValleyCollege.edu/Veterans.

As of August 1, 2019 per 38 USC 3679 (e), Rock Valley College will not
take the actions listed below, against any student using Post 9/11
(Chapter 33) or Veteran Readiness and Employment (Chapter 31) while
pending payment:

+ Prevent their enrollment;
« Assess a late penalty fee
- Require they secure alternative or additional funding;

+ Deny their access to any resources (access to classes, libraries, or
other institutional facilities) available to other students who have
satisfied their tuition and fee bills to the institution

These provisions will be made once eligibility for the benefit has been
established (ex: Certificate of Eligibility, written request to be certified,
or see the VA School Certifying Official located on the second floor of
the Student Center for all other requirements).

Course Eligibility

To be considered for Financial Aid Eligibility, students must register
for each course prior to the school’s Financial Aid course registration
deadline. Please review the Financial Aid course registration deadlines
for each term. Any courses not added to a student’s schedule by

the term specific dates below, will not count towards Financial Aid
eligibility.

Financial Aid Registration Deadline

Fall 2021 9/18/2021
Spring 2022 2/12/2022
Summer 2022 6/25/2022

The most up-to-date Financial Aid Registration deadlines or
“Census Dates” can be found at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/FinancialAid.

Federal Refund Policy &
Repayment of Financial Aid

Students receiving Title IV funds (Federal Pell Grant, Federal SEOG, and
Federal Student Loans) who withdraw and/or fail all classes will be
subject to the Federal Return of Title IV Funds Policy. This policy states
a student may retain only the amount of aid that they have earned.

It is the student’s responsibility to return any aid that was not earned
and pay any tuition balance resulting from the refund(s).

Further details can be obtained from the Financial Aid Office or the
Financial Aid Handbook located at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/FinancialAid.

Helpful Websites Include:

« U.S. Department of Education, (800) 4 FED AID

swdenthidedgo o daral Student Aid

M FmA'd.O"g An OFFICE of the U.S. DEPARTMENT of EDUCATION
« Mapping-Your-Future.org

« lllinois Student Assistance Commission, (ISAC) (800) 899-ISAC
Collegelllinois.org

Students can obtain printed copies of The Student Guide from the U.S.
Department of Education at: StudentAid.ed.gov.
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ACADEMIC POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Transcript Requests

In order to obtain a transcript from Rock Valley College, consent must
be given through one of the following options; National Student
Clearinghouse, Rock Valley College Online Services, fax, mail, or walk-in.
Note: Transcripts listing courses numbered 100 and above will be
sent for each request. If you took courses numbered below 100
(development/remedial), Community Education & Continuing
Education courses or Adult Education courses, you will need to
specifically request inclusion of these records.

Transcripts of work completed at other institutions become a part of a
student’s record at Rock Valley College and are not released or copied
for distribution. Copies must be obtained from the institution where
the courses were completed.

All Financial and Academic obligations to Rock Valley College must be
satisfied before transcripts will be released.

Visit our website, for detailed information, at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Transcripts or contact the Records and

Registration Office at (815) 921-4250 with questions.

Financial Obligation of the Student

Grade reports, transcripts, degrees/certificates, or other academic record
information may be withheld from students who are in default on
financial obligations. In such a case, students maintain the right to inspect
and review their records. Information will only be released once the
student’s account has been cleared.

Updating Student Records

It is the responsibility of students to notify the Records and
Registration Office of any change or correction to their name, address,
telephone number, and/or any other information on their record. It is
imperative that this information be kept current and accurate.

Chosen/Preferred First Name

Students who would like to use a name other than their legal first
name within the campus community are able to enter a chosen first
name, update an existing chosen first name, or delete an existing
chosen first name through the Records Office.

For more information please visit: RockValleyCollege.edu/ChosenName.

Repetition of Courses

Any student who retakes any course does so with the understanding
that only the best grade of the repetition will be computed in the
student’s grade point average (GPA), but all attempts will be listed on
the transcripts. If a student chooses to audit a course, it will not be
considered a repeat or counted in the GPA. It is important to note that
other colleges may count all grades for repeated courses when arriving
ata GPA. Itis the students’ responsibility to acquaint themselves with
the policy of the college(s) to which they plan to transfer.

Developmental Reading Policy

Students enrolling in a developmental reading course may repeat the
course one time. Subsequent enrollments require a conversation with
the Dean.

Developmental Math Policies

If a student receives three (3) non-passing grades (D, F, or W) in a
developmental math course within a five-year period, that student is
not allowed to re-enroll for another math class at Rock Valley College
without permission from the Dean of Mathematics.

Students placing into beginning algebra or lower must satisfy the
geometry requirement prior to taking a college level class. Students
must either take MTH 097 or complete a geometry waiver form

or pass a competency test. For more information, please go to:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Math.

Credit for Prior Learning

Rock Valley College defines Credit for Prior Learning (CPL) as learning
obtained outside of the traditional college classroom. All potential
students, from high school to returning adult, may benefit from Credit

for Prior Learning. Credit for Prior Learning can provide you with the
opportunity to receive credit for these past learning experiences, save
money on tuition, and accelerate the completion of your educational goals.
Credit may be earned using one or more of the following: Examinations
(AP, CLEP, Dantes/DSST, Proficiency), International Baccalaureate
Diploma Program, IL State Seal of Biliteracy, military service, technical
training, professional certificates, and Federal licenses.

RockValleyCollege.edu/CPL.
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GRADING

Grade points at Rock Valley College are assigned on the
following scale:

GRADE LEVEL SIGNIFICANCE GRADE-POINT
A superior 4.0
B good 3.0
C average 2.0
D poor 1.0
F failure 0
w withdrew/not completed NA
T credit by proficiency NA

AU audit* NA
P successful completion NA
| incomplete** 0

transfer grade of A-C NA
transfer grade of D NA

NA = not applicable

*Audit — Students may elect to audit a course (no credit, no grade points, not figured
in grade point average). Audit status indicates that the student will attend the classes but
will not receive credit. (A student must declare audit status before the first day of classes.)

**Incomplete — Upon prior arrangement and agreement with the course instructor and

upon submission of the college’s “incomplete grade agreement form” submitted by the
instructor, an incomplete (1) indicator will be recorded on the student’s record. An“I" will
be issued at the discretion of the instructor when course requirements are not fulfilled
by the end of the term only when the instructor believes that the reason the student
cannot complete the course in a timely fashion is sufficiently serious to warrant the
issuance of the “I"indicator.

The incomplete grade agreement is a contract made between the
student and the instructor, and states specifically what the student must
do to complete the course work. The course work must be completed
within the specified time period, not to exceed 12 months

from the end of the term in which the course was taken. Upon
completion of the course work, the instructor will change the “I” indicator
to the appropriate letter grade (A, B, C, D, or F). If the student does not
complete the course work within this prescribed time period, a grade of
“F"will be entered for the course.

Calculation of Grade Point Averages

A grade point average (GPA) will be calculated at the conclusion

of each semester. The GPA includes all A-B-C-D-F grades complete

to date, except those courses in which the pass/fail system is used
exclusively, or those courses in which the pass/fail option is selected,
or courses numbered less than 100. If a course is repeated, only the
grade of the final repetition will be computed in a student’s GPA.

The GPA will be calculated based on a four point basis (F=0, D=1, C=2,
B=3, and A=4) where the number of grade points for a specific letter
grade is multiplied by the number of credit hours earned for that
course. For instance, the number of credit hours in which the student
earned an A is multiplied by four (4) then added to the number of
credit hours in which the student earned a B multiplied by three (3),
etc. Finally, the total grade points are divided by the total credit hours
for which a student received an A, B, C, D, or F.

President’s List & Dean’s List

To be eligible for the President’s List and Dean’s List for a given
semester, students must earn at least 12 credit hours of college course
work which count toward a certificate or degree.

Students who meet the eligibility requirements and earn at least a
3.25 GPA will be named to the Dean’s List (fall and spring semesters
only). Students who meet the eligibility requirements and earn a

4.0 GPA will be named to the President’s List (fall and spring
semesters only).

Appeal of a Capricious Final Grade

The following procedures are available only for review of alleged

capricious grading, and not for review of the judgment of an instructor

in assessing the quality of a student’s work. Capricious grading is
limited to one or more of the following:

a. The assignment of a final course grade to a particular student on
some basis other than performance in the course.

b. The assignment of a final course grade to a particular student by a
substantial departure from the instructor’s standards announced
during the term which are not uniformly applied to others in the class.

The assessment of the quality of the student’s academic performance is

solely and properly the professional responsibility of the RVC faculty. It

is essential for the standards of the academic programs at RVC and the
integrity of the degrees conferred that these professional judgments are
not subject to pressures or interference from any source.

Process for Capricious
Final Grade Appeal

A student who wishes to appeal a final course grade which

they feel has been capriciously given should follow the steps below.

Grades may be appealed no later than the beginning of the fourth

week of the academic term or summer session which directly follows

the term in which the grade involved was awarded.

1. A student who wishes to appeal a capricious final grade must first
meet with the faculty member to review the criteria applied in
assigning that grade.

2. After this initial review, if the problem is not resolved, the student
may next appeal in writing to the faculty member’s Dean. Once
the appeal is read, the Dean will meet with the faculty member
to review the criteria applied to the student’s performance in
assigning the capricious grade. When the faculty member and the
Dean have reached a decision, the Dean will communicate that
decision in writing to the student.

3. Ifthe problem is still not resolved, the student may appeal in
writing to the Vice President of Academic Affairs (VPAA) of the
college for further review. When the faculty member and the Vice
President of Academic Affairs have reached a decision, the Vice
President of Academic Affairs will communicate the decision in
writing to the student.

4. Inthe event the matter is not resolved, the student may file
a petition with the Chief Academic Officer (CAO) requesting a
hearing by the Grade Review Committee. All decisions of this
committee are final.

5. The Grade Review Committee (GRC) Process is as follows:

A student must submit in writing their request for a hearing to the

CAO.The CAO, or designee, will convene the GRC within

30 business days from the request.

The committee will consist of a dean (from outside the academic

department) and two faculty members (one from the same

academic discipline and the other from outside the academic
discipline). All three voting members of the GRC will be selected
by the CAO or designee. The Vice President of Student Services will
facilitate the committee as a non-voting member.

a. The Student will meet with the committee, individually, to
present their appeal and any pertinent documentation.

b. The faculty member, who assigned the final grade, will then
independently meet with the committee and present the
criteria they applied in assigning the final grade.

¢.  The committee will reach a decision in closed session
immediately following the hearing. The Vice President of
Student Services will inform the student in writing
regarding the decision of the committee, within five (5)
business days. The decision of the GRC s final.
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Academic Forgiveness Criteria

Academic forgiveness is the one-time elimination of up to a maximum

of 15 semester hours of “D” or “F” grades in courses numbered 100 or

above received at Rock Valley College. Academic forgiveness applies
to the calculation of a grade point average (GPA) at RVC and does not
result in the deletion of those grades from the transcript. RVC does
not guarantee that a receiving transfer institution will honor RVC'’s

Academic Forgiveness Policy.

To be eligible for academic forgiveness:

1. Students may petition for academic forgiveness for a maximum of
15 semester hours of “D” or “F” grades which have been earned in
any 365-day period.

2. A period of 12 months must have elapsed between the date of the
request for forgiveness and the end of the last semester in which
the undesirable grades were earned.
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3. Petitions shall include:
a. Alist of those courses to be considered for
academic forgiveness.
b. A statement which contains pertinent information
regarding the receipt of the undesirable grades and an
indication of serious intent to continue academic studies.
4. To be considered for academic forgiveness, a student must have
completed a minimum of 12 credits of subsequent course work at
a 2.0 GPA at RVC or another regionally accredited institution.
5. Academic forgiveness does not apply to courses which have been
repeated and completed with grades of A, B, C, D, or F.
6. Special circumstances will be reviewed by a Vice President of
Academic Affairs (VPAA).
7. ltis recommended that students meet with an Academic Advisor
to review courses that may be eligible for academic forgiveness.
The Petition form may be obtained from the Records and Registration
Office. The Petition should be completed and submitted to the Records
and Registration Office. The final decision for Academic Forgiveness
will be determined by the VPAA.
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GRADUATION

Graduation
Academic Honors

Graduates with a cumulative GPA
of 3.25 to 3.74 will graduate with
honors. Those with a cumulative
GPA of 3.75 to 3.99 will graduate
with high honors. Those with a
cumulative GPA of 4.00 will graduate with highest honors.

Graduation Requirements

The general procedures for graduation are outlined below. Course
requirements and other regulations are explained for each degree and
major in the program section of this catalog.

Students should:

«  Meet early and often with a counselor or advisor to plan
a program of study and to ensure all requirements are
met to graduate.

+  Know and follow the requirements of the curriculum and the rules
governing academic work. Counselors can help each student make
wise decisions but the ultimate responsibility for meeting the
requirements to graduate rests with each student.

« Have at least a minimum of 15 semester hours of residency.

«  Must achieve a cumulative 2.0 (C) grade point average in all
100/200 level courses attempted at Rock Valley College.

Students will be certified for graduation only if they satisfy
the requirements specified in the official College Catalog,
according to the following:

A student may elect to follow degree requirements set forth in any
subsequent catalog if the student completes a credit course during that
catalog’s effective dates. A new catalog becomes effective in the fall
semester of the first year issued and remains in effect until the end of
the summer session of the last year noted. Requirements may not be
combined from different catalogs.

Earliest catalog to be used to
determine eligibility for graduation:

To graduate on/before August 15
of the following years:

2013-2014 2021
2014-2015 2022
2015-2016 2023
2016-2017 2024
2017-2018 2025
2018-2019 2026
2019-2020 2027

In the case of curriculum changes and the cancellation or withdrawal of
courses, every effort will be made to substitute current course work to fulfill
certificate or degree requirements. Course substitutions must be approved
in writing by the appropriate academic chairperson, or dean. The student
has the ultimate responsibility to fulfill the requirements for the certificate
or degree, to check the eligibility to take courses and to observe the
academic rules governing the program.

The rules given apply only to requirements for certificates and
degrees. All students are subject to the academic regulations stated in
the most recent College Catalog.

Transfers: Students who complete any courses (including final
ones) from another college, must submit official transcripts as
soon as possible and submit a transcript evaluation request.

Timing: Graduation requirements may be completed during any
semester; however, if a program cannot be completed as planned,
notify the Records Analyst immediately.

- Application: Students must submit an application for graduation
approved by an Academic Advisor to the Records and Registration
Office, located on the second floor of the Student Center, Main
Campus.

Deadlines for application are:

March 1 - Spring
June 1 — Summer
October 1 - Fall

Note: Summer graduates planning to participate in the
Commencement Ceremony must meet the spring
application deadline.

Commencement Ceremony

Commencement is held once
a year at the end of the spring
semester. All students who
will complete graduation
requirements for the following
degrees: A.A, AS., AES.,
A.AS., and A.G.S. are eligible
for participation in the spring
commencement ceremony.
Students who expect to
complete their degree at the
end of the spring semester

or summer immediately
following, as well as those who completed their requirements the
previous summer or fall semesters, are encouraged to participate.
Students must submit an application for graduation to participate

in the commencement ceremony (see above). These students will

be sent additional information and notified about picking up their
cap and gown during the spring semester. Students completing a
certificate program will receive their certificate in the mail following
the semester of completion. Certificate recipients do not participate in
the commencement ceremony.

Second Degree Requirements

A student who has received or qualified for one associate degree from
Rock Valley College may receive a second degree upon satisfactory
completion of all graduation requirements for the second degree,
including an additional 15 semester hours of residency. All specific
course requirements for the second degree must be satisfied and

at least 15 semester hours of credit, not applied to meet minimum
requirements for the first degree, must be applicable toward the
second degree.

A student who has received a degree from any other college
accredited by a regional accrediting agency, such as the Higher
Learning Commission (HLC), may receive a second degree from

Rock Valley College upon satisfactory completion of all graduation
requirements for the second degree, including a minimum of 15 semester
hours of residency at Rock Valley College.
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STUDENT SERVICES

Most Student Services are located in the Student Center on the Main Campus, 3301 N. Mulford Road

Admissions & Welcome Center
(InfoDesk) ..., (815) 921-4000

Located: Student Center - first floor
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/Admissions

The RVC Welcome Center (Information Desk) provides assistance
regarding campus locations, services, and activities, such as:

« Getting Started Days

« Application to RVC

« Student |.D. issued (photo I.D. and current class schedule required)
« Password resets

« Campus lost and found

+ Vending refunds (three-day return policy)

+ Campus Tours

The Admissions and Welcome Center also houses the Student
Ambassadors, a program in which students serve the college by
providing campus tours, serving on student panels, office support,
and so much more. Student Ambassadors in this program have a
unique opportunity to be a representative of the college while gaining
leadership and professional skills.

Academic & Transfer
Advising.........ernnnin, (815) 921-4100

Located: Student Center - second floor

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/Advising

Academic and Transfer Advisors educate and provide quality services
and opportunities that engage students in developing their personal
growth and educational goals. You may schedule an appointment

or visit during walk-in advising hours. For office hours and services,
please visit us at: RockValleyCollege.edu/Advising.

Career Services

&Placement ... (815) 921-4100

Located: Student Center - second floor

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/CareerServices

The Career Services and Placement Office serves as a clearinghouse

for off-campus part-time/full-time employment listings, internship

opportunities, job search skills, career counseling, and general career

information. Special attention is given to graduates in all phases of

securing employment. Personality and career interest assessments

are provided to help students obtain additional information about

themselves. With an advisor’s help, students are encouraged to use

assessment results as indicators and a basis for planning and self-

evaluation. Academic advising of all students pursuing Career and

Technical Education degrees and certificates also takes place in

this office.

The following services are free to all current RVC students and alumni:

« Internet based employment listings for part-time/full-time,
professional, technical, skilled, unskilled, seasonal, and temporary
employment, as well as internship opportunities

« Academic advising for students intending to complete an Associate
in Applied Science degree or certificate

« Individual assistance with resume writing, cover letters, job search
techniques, and interviewing

+ Resume software and computers to produce professional resumes
and cover letters

+ One-on-one career counseling

« Assessments that assist with the career exploration process

« Internet access to research careers and job listings on our website:
RVCjobs.com.

Disability Support

Services (DSS) ..., (815) 921-2371
Located: Student Center - ground floor

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/DisabilityServices

The Disability Support Services (DSS) office provides reasonable
accommodations for students with temporary or permanent
disabilities. Students requiring assistance are encouraged to contact
the DSS office as early as possible, as some accommodations require
more implementation time than others. Reasonable accommodations
provided by DSS may include: extended time for exams, course
textbooks and materials in alternative format, sign language
interpreter, assistance with note taking, assistive technologies,

and readers for exams. The DSS office serves as a resource for the
campus and provides information and training to the larger campus
community on issues relating to disability and access compliance.

The RAISE (Rock Valley Academic Institute for Successful Employment)
program is administered through the DSS office and provides
opportunities for young adults who have intellectual disabilities to
participate in an inclusive post-secondary education experience and

to develop independent living, social, and work readiness skills.

For more information, contact MaryAnne Ax, Program Coordinator,

at M.Ax@RockValleyCollege.edu, or visit our web page:
RockValleyCollege.edu/RAISE.

TRIO Student Support Services (SSS)

Student Support Services promotes the retention and graduation
of low income, first generation college students, and/or students with
disabilities through tutoring, mentoring, skill development, and other
services to empower them to graduate.

Upward Bound promotes Secondary school and college completion
through tutoring mentoring and other services. Attendees include
potential first-generation college students from RPS 205 Rockford
Auburn or East High Schools.

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/TRIO

ACHIEVE SCHOLARS ........ccccooevuen... (815) 921-4280
Located: Student Center - second floor
COMPLETE ..o (815) 921-4114
Located: Student Center - second floor

UPWARD BOUND ........ccccoveveeen. (815) 921-4127
Located: Student Center - second floor

Eagles Nest Food Pantry ......... (815) 921-4637
Located: Student Center - second floor

The mission of the Eagles Nest Food Pantry is to combat food
insecurity by distributing food free-of-charge to RVC students,
including GED and ESL classes or international students.

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/TRIO

Financial Aid ... (815) 921-4150
Located: Student Center - second floor

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/Financial Aid

There are several types of financial aid available to Rock Valley College
students: grants, scholarships, loans, and student employment.

See page 17 in the “Getting Started Steps” section of this catalog.

Intercultural
Student Services (ISS) ... (815) 921-4116

Located: Student Center - second floor

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/ISS

Intercultural Student Services (ISS) Office provides support for

a variety of unique student populations. Success coaching, programs
and special events are coordinated to support the diverse needs of
international, multicultural, first generation, and student-athlete
populations.
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Personal & Success

Counseling ... (815) 921-4101
Located: Student Center - second floor
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/PersonalCounseling

The Rock Valley College Personal and Success Counseling’s mission is to
prepare students for learning and personal success throughout life. We
educate and facilitate the growth of the whole person for living, learning,
and coping in an unpredictable and diverse world. We work in conjunction
with our colleagues across campus toward the promotion of a healthy
campus environment and advocate for all students regardless of age, race,
sexual orientation, or political beliefs.

Students will be provided assistance for feelings of anxiety, depression,
inadequacy, loneliness, or any other personal concern students may be
struggling with. The Personal and Success Counselor will provide
short-term counseling and will connect students to community resources
if long term counseling is the better solution. Topics discussed during a
meeting will be held in confidence and community resources for recovery
will be provided.

Students who do not meet the Financial Aid required “Standards of
Academic Progress” (SAP) will be required to meet with the Personal

and Success Counselor as a requirement for appealing their Financial

Aid Status. Students will develop an academic recovery plan and discuss
any possible barrier preventing each student from being successful and
strategies to overcome them. Students are encouraged to continue
visiting with the Personal and Success Counselor after the initial
appointment. See Financial Aid (see page 23) for more details about
requirements and appeals.

In addition, the Personal and Success Counseling Office coordinates the
College Early (academic) Alert Program and leads an Academic Recovery
Program for students on Academic Probation. Students looking to
implement or improve successful time management, study skills, or stress
relief techniques are encouraged to schedule an appointment.

TestingCenter ... (815) 921-2380
Located: Student Center - ground floor

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/Testing

The Testing Center (Main Campus) is the central location for the
professional administration of testing
programs and services for students and
community residents. Services include
placement testing, make-up exams,

exams for online/hybrid courses, testing
accommodations for students with
disabilities, College Level Examination
Program (CLEP), Dantes Subject Standardized
Tests (DSST), and various certification exams.
Community residents enrolled in post-
secondary, distance/online programs at other
institutions may also complete their course exams in the Testing Center.
For more information, visit: RockValleyCollege.edu/Testing

or call (815) 921-2380.

The Valley Forge ... (815) 921-3331
Located: Educational Resource Center - ground floor
Website: RVCValleyForge.com

The Valley Forge is RVC's award-winning student-run news source.
It is updated throughout the Spring and Fall semesters.

Any RVC student may apply to work on The Valley Forge.

To apply visit: RVCValleyForge.com.

The Valley Forge also encourages the submission of ideas, articles,
columns, and letters to the editor by the entire RVC community.
The links for sending that information can be found at:
RVCValleyForge.com.
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BOOKSTORE ... (815) 921-1680

Located: Student Center - ground floor
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/Bookstore

The Barnes & Noble College Bookstore, on
the Main Campus, offers book rentals, used
and new textbooks, digital books, reference
and general reading books, school supplies,
backpacks, insignia clothing and gifts, and
gift cards.

To rent or purchase textbooks and digital
textbooks, students can shop in the Bookstore
or go to:

RockValleyCollege.edu/Bookstore, where they
can have books shipped to their homes or held
for pick up in the Bookstore.

For academically priced software go to: ThinkEDU.com/BN.

PAYMENT METHODS

In the store we accept cash, check, credit/debit cards (VISA, Mastercard,
Discover, and American Express, no additional fees) as well as Barnes

& Noble gift cards, financial aid (check with the Financial Aid Office for
eligibility) and vouchers. Online we accept credit/debit cards, PayPal,
Barnes & Noble gift cards, and financial aid/vouchers.

BOOK RENTALS

Are due on the last weekday of finals.
Check your receipt or in the Bookstore for
the specific date.

BOOK BUYBACK

We purchase books at national market

value (0-25% of price) year-round. During

finals time, we may pay up to 50% back
for books needed on our campus.

BOOKSTORE HOURS*

Hours for fall and spring semesters are:
Monday-Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m.- 1:00 p.m.

The Bookstore is CLOSED during Spring

Break and when the college is closed.

Call for“buyback” dates, summer hours,

extended hours, and hour changes due to

holidays and breaks. *Hours subject to change.

BOOKSTORE LOYALTY PROGRAM

Be the first to hear about special sales and discounts, trends, events,

giveaways and more from the RVC Bookstore delivered right to

your inbox!

It's free for anyone to join, including current and prospective students,

faculty, and staff, community members, parents, and alumni.

A portion of all sales and rentals from the RVC Bookstore goes back to

support Rock Valley College.

Join now at: RockValleyCollege.edu/BookstoreLoyalty.
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LIBRARY

Estelle M. Black Library ... (815) 921-4600
Located: Educational Resource Center (ERC) -

first & second floor
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/Library

Resources of over 90,000 book
volumes, 650 periodical titles, access to
the materials of an additional 90 Illinois
academic libraries, and services of
dedicated information specialists —

all strengthen the mission of Estelle

M. Black Library at Rock Valley College
in service to the information needs of
students, faculty, staff and community
members of the college district.

The Library facility provides space for
individual and group study. Services

to students are focused on circulation
of materials and instruction in the use
of the online catalog and electronic
databases as well as orientation to
major collections within the Library.

The Library makes available to the college community platforms that
include research discovery and video and music streaming services.
There are 27 computers and 2 iMacs for student and community use
for study and research. Also available: an audiovisual viewing room,
an Assistive Technology Lab, Wi-Fi, color printer, scanning workstation,
and multifunction copier/fax/scanner. In addition, the Library provides
“course reserves”and an Interlibrary Loan service.

For more information, contact the Library:

+ Reference Desk/Research Help .......ceneceeunnecerennne (815)921-4619
- Email: RVC-LibRef@RockValleyCollege.edu
« Circulation Desk & call-in Renewals .........cccccceeurmeeeuennee (815) 921-4615

— Email: RVC-Library@RockValleyCollege.edu
« Interlibrary Loan (815) 921-4607
+ Online Catalog ......ccoeceemereernenes RockValleyCollege.edu/LibraryVoyager

TUTORING SERVICES

Tutoring Center ... (815) 921-2370
Located: Student Center - ground floor
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/Tutoring

pmm TheTutoring Center supports the
[ nr' academic development and enrichment
i of RVC students through free
peer-to-peer tutoring.

Appointments are encouraged, but
drop-in times are available for some
classes. Sessions are 50 minutes and
start on the

hour. Students
should bring their
textbooks and
class notes to the
session.

The Writing Center ..............
Located: inside the Tutoring Center

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/WritingCenter

Free individual consultations are provided for all RVC students. Help is
available in developing, composing and revising your ideas and topics,
planning and organizing .- = :

your paper, editing,
documenting

and citing.

Hours vary. Please call to
make an appointment.

Located: Jacobs Center '
for Science & Math (JCSM) -

ground floor, room 0210

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/MathLab

Math Lab Coordinator: Heather Foes | (815) 921-3521

The Math Lab is staffed by faculty to serve all RVC math students.
Computers are available for math-related use, including online
homework. The Math Lab offers free drop-in tutoring, graphing

calculators may be rented E —

for $10 each semester,

and access to all RVC math
textbooks and math DVDs.
Hours change each semester,
current schedule is posted
on door and also on their
website.

Science

ResourceRoom............... (815) 921-1167
Located: Jacobs Center for Science & Math (JCSM) -

first floor, room 1011

Science Resource Room Manager: Lisa Strong | (815) 921-3454
The Science Resource Room is a place to study biology, chemistry, and other
sciences by yourself, in small groups, or with a tutor. Textbooks, computers,
and limited lab materials are available for use by Science students. Science
peer tutors may be available. Please bring your own paper if you need

to print.

Hours change each semester; current schedule is posted on door.
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CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY

RVC Online Services

A wide variety of options and services are available at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/OnlineServices.

Students can register for classes, review their class
schedule, search for available courses, pay their ‘
bill, review grades, review/request transcripts,

review their financial aid status, update address information, and more. To

access Online Services, students will need a student I.D. number (your“s
I.D. number) and password.

SERVICES

RVC Student Password Policy

All new students will be setup with a username and password that will work
for RVC resources including RVC EAGLE, RVC Mail, Online Services and
logging on to RVC campus computers. If you forget your password and
remember your answers to the security questions you can go to
RockValleyCollege.edu/Password. However, if you do not remember the

answers to your security questions contact the Admissions department or
the Welcome Center for a password link at 815-921-4000; or RVC-
Admissions@rockvalleycollege.edu. Please provide your student |.D.
number. It is the responsibility of all users of college IT systems to safeguard
their passwords and their use of such systems. It is strongly recommended
that students do not share their .D. and password to adhere to RVC's
Computer Use Policy.

RVC-WiFi

Rock Valley College’s wireless network provides mobile Internet access for
students, faculty, and staff from the wireless access points located
throughout the college. Employees and students with network accounts
access the Internet using WiFi capable personal devices (tablets, phones,
laptops). Log in using your browser and network account.

Go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/Wifi for instructions.

Please note: As an RVC student, you can install Microsoft Office 365 ProPlus
for FREE on your personal computers and mobile devices. Office 365
ProPlus includes full versions of Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Outlook, and
OneNote, and can be installed on up to five personally owned PCs/Macs
and up to five mobile devices, including iOS and Android devices. You will
need your student |.D. number (your s#) and your network password.

Go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/Office365.

RVC EAGLE Learning Management
System ... (815) 921-4646

Located: Educational Resource Center (ERC) - second floor
outside the Library - Room 2402 (on

the CLII side of the building)gE AG L E
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/LMS ~ £¢

LEARNING MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The Learning Management System (LMS)

used in courses at Rock Valley College is called EAGLE. It can be used to
submit homework, to discuss course topics, to complete practice tests

and for course-related communication. Students can use the EAGLE mail
interface to request help from their instructors or to discuss topics with other
students enrolled in the same course.

All students enrolled in RVC credit classes are given EAGLE Accounts.

Getting Started Center (GSC)
Tech Connect Session ............. (815) 921-4094

This session introduces RVC Online Services and RVC Eagle. Students
must have completed the RVC enrollment form and have registered
for classes prior to attending the session. Register for a Tech Connect
Session at: RockValleyCollege.edu/GSC-Reg.

2021 - 2022 RVC COLLEGE CATALOG
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RVC Mail (Gmail) RVCMa il

Rock Valley College has a student email system that allows students
to interact not only with each other, but also allows campus offices to
communicate information to students.

Itis important for students to access their RVC Mail account every
24 hours in order to stay informed regarding:

« important dates

« course waitlist information

+ campus events.

Students may access this email system by logging onto:
Mail.Student.RockValleyCollege.edu

EAGLE Support area in ERC-2402.
Example -
MyRVC
MyRVC.
. iTunesU il
« Password Policy « College Catalog
You can also access MyRVC from any page on the RVC website

All students enrolled in RVC credit courses are issued a free
RVC Mail account. Technical Support for RVC Mail is located in the
The format for RVC mail is: first letter of first name+first letter
of middle name+last name@Student.RockValleyCollege.edu.
John M. Smith would be JMSmith@Student.
RockValleyCollege.edu.
RVEC
One-click access to all of Rock Valley College’s
most used Web resources is available at RockValleyCollege.edu/
At “MyRVC” you will find links to:
+ Online Services
+ RVCEAGLE + Online Schedule
« RVC Mail « RVCAlerts (see page 34)
(RockValleyCollege.edu) by clicking on the “MyRVC” text in the header
of the website.

Distance Learning -
Online Classes & Hybrid Courses

Distance Learning: refers to education that takes place with the
students and instructor in different locations. At Rock Valley College,
the primary options for distance learning are online courses, and
hybrid courses.

Online Courses: are offered via the Internet, but may have required
campus visits determined by the course instructor. The course
materials, such as syllabi, assignments, lectures, writing prompts,
and activities are all posted within EAGLE and are designed and
controlled by the instructor. Students work on the course materials
independently, reading the texts and lectures and completing
assignments. Students also participate in class discussions and
conferences online, both in real time (synchronous) and in a bulletin-
board format (asynchronous). Students may take tests and submit
assignments through EAGLE, but some instructors will require
students to come to campus to complete their exams.

Hybrid Courses: combine traditional classroom instruction with
online instruction. A hybrid course is an online course that requires
students to also attend sessions on campus. The number and type of
campus meetings vary from one course to another.

To see a list of available courses, go to Online Course Schedule at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Courses.

Information Technology (IT)

The Information Technology department has responsibility for
designing, implementing, and maintaining Rock Valley College’s
voice, video, and data systems, for both academic and
administrative purposes.
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CAMPUS TECHNOLOGY

(continued)

Computer Labs

RVC has many different computer labs used for classroom instruction.
There are two labs that students can use outside of the formal
classroom setting. All labs contain computers with Internet and
EAGLE access, and standard software, as well as printers for

student use.

There are computers available for student use on the Main Campus:

« Educational Resource Center (ERC)
Inside the Library, first floor, in the “Information Commons” Area
and Room 1308 (when a class is not in session)
- Woodward Technology Center (WTC), first floor, in Room 1100*
* A computer lab assistant or student worker is available,
in the Woodward Technology Center (WTC) lab, to assist students
by answering questions and assisting with computer functions.

Other RVC locations:

« RVCDowntown (RVCD) - Second Floor, Study Room 2114
For more information, call the RVCD at (815) 921-4290

Computer Use Policy

All Rock Valley College computer hardware and software may be used
only in accordance with established rules and procedures. It is the
responsibility of all users of the Rock Valley College computer systems
to adhere to the “Acceptable Use of RVC Information Technology
Systems Procedure” for use of RVC Information Technology resources
as outlined. See the complete policy posted at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/About/Terms.

RVC ALERTS

Students are encouraged to sign up for“RVC Alerts” to be notified of
emergencies, campus closings, or other important announcements,
by clicking on RVC’s homepage button:

« Choose to be notifiedvia  — phone call

— text message
—and/or e-mail

- Toregister go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/Alert

« Besure to read the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)s)
and then click “Sign-Up”to register.

« Students will log-in using their student I.D. number
and network password.

+ You can also choose to
receive non-emergency
messages regarding
financial aid,
registration dates, and
payment deadlines.

RVC POLICE
DEPARTMENT

Emergency: 9-1-1
Non-Emergency, Police: (815) 966-2900
RVCPD Administrative Line: (815) 921-4357
Hours: 7 Days a Week

Est. 1964

Located: Support Services Building (SSB), Room 1100
Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/RVCPD

RVC’s Police Department is dedicated to ensuring the safety of all members
of the campus community (authorized by 110ILCS 805/3-42.1). AllRVC
police officers have the same authority as city police officers and county
sheriffs, including power to arrest on-site and warrants. The officers
enforce all laws of the State of lllinois, city of Rockford, and regulations of
the college.

Services include, but are not limited to, the following:
+ Emergency first aid
- Investigation of criminal offenses
+ Delivery of emergency messages
« Campus key control
« Parking and traffic control
« Special events security
« Fire and safety inspections
+ Vehicle assistance
- “Safe Walk” Program
- Emergency Call Box phone system —
(ADA compliant, for emergency and non-emergency
assistance) is in place on the Main Campus and at
off-campus facilities, located inside and outside of
buildings, and can be used 24 hours a
day, seven days a week, to contact the
RVCPD.
There are 36 call boxes located
throughout the RVC Main Campus
and they are also located at Bell
School Road Center (BELL), Stenstrom
Center (SCCE), and the Aviation Career
Education Center (ACEC).
All call boxes can be easily identified by
@ | the bold EMERGENCY designation on
the side, and the blue light located on the top of each
unit. Both interior and exterior public pay telephones
can also be used to dial 9-1-1 free of charge, in the
event of an emergency situation.
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All students and visitors are required to observe traffic
regulations established by the college. The college
established speed limit, on all of our campuses, is 20 mph
and is enforced by radar. Rock Valley College utilizes the lllinois Vehicle
Code for all other traffic regulations.

SPEED
LIMIT
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Rock Valley College is committed to helping its students be successful. To this end, the college provides a variety of activities and
services for students. Please review the following to become familiar with how we can help students meet their goals.

STUDENT LIFE ... (815) 9214183

Student Life Mission Statement: Student Life exists to connect, engage,
and develop Rock Valley College students in a supportive environment
through positive leadership, and community building opportunities,
while serving as a bridge to their future accomplishments.

g[ OUPS f[leﬂ

oraanization siudent life
“You belong

interests

causes
S

Did you know that the more involved college
students are in the academic and social aspects of
campus life, they benefit more in terms of learning
and personal development? Student Life is here to
support you enhance your academic experience with “
various opportunities to help you get and stay “_P\
engaged outside of the classroom. Our office is
located on the first floor of the Student Center and
while at Rock Valley College, we encourage you to:
LIVE « LEARN « LEAD.

Student Clubs -
& Organizations ... (815) 921-4184

One of the easiest ways to get and stay involved is to join an
organization on campus. There are over 30 organizations from which to
choose. Joining one is as easy as stopping by Student Life, giving us a
call or visiting our ENGAGE website. You can start a brand new club
in just a few easy steps. It's just that simple.

For a list of current active student clubs and organizations,

please go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/Clubs.

PHI THE TA KAPPA

HONOR SOCIETY

Phi Theta Kappa, the official honor society of two-year colleges, serves
to recognize and encourage the academic achievement of two-year
college students and provide opportunities for individual growth and
development through academic, leadership, and service programming.

Rock Valley College’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter is called

“Omicron Eta” and inducts about 100 students each fall and spring
semester. In order to be inducted, students must have completed
at least 12 college credits and have earned a minimum of a

3.5 cumulative GPA. Moreover, students must be enrolled at RVC
during the semester they are inducted.

In addition to being the honor society, Omicron Eta is an active student
organization on campus and is open to all RVC students.

For more information, visit: www.PTK.org or go to
RockValleyCollege.edu/Engage and search for Phi Theta Kappa

or call (815) 921-4104.

Student Lounge
on the Main Campus ... (815) 921-4184

The lounge is located on the first floor of the Student Center (SC), across
from the Computer Lab. It includes comfy seating with a big screen TV,
your favorite magazines, and more. We also host spur-of- the-moment
activities to promote community and free discussion. It's a great place to
hang out with other students when in-between classes or grabbing a bite
to eat. It is also available for reservation as are the HUB, and the Student
Life Organizations Room.

EN(GTSE
Your link to what is happening at RVC!
Visit our web page at:
RockValleyCollege.edu/Engage
where you can:

+ View events

+ Join a student organization
+ Meet other students

+ Create a profile

ENGAGE

Campus

- Engagement
- _Platform

Student Government
Association (SGA) ... (815) 921-4185/4188

Purpose Statement:

“To support and advocate for the students at Rock Valley College
through service, leadership and civic engagement.”

The Student Government Association (SGA) is a body of students
elected by their peers to serve as their voice on campus, to address
student needs and interests on matters of the college and community.
SGA promotes students involvement and seeks to improve their
general welfare.

Campus Activities
Board (CAB) ... (815) 921-4189/4178

Purpose Statement:

“To provide educational and fun activities in order to produce an
atmosphere of community at Rock Valley College.”

The Campus Activities Board (CAB) is comprised of students (officers
and members) who are in charge of making sure that the campus
comes alive with fun, exciting, diverse, quality entertainment and
enrichment all year long. Bands, magicians, comedians, poets,
speakers, hypnotists and game shows — if you can name it, chances
are it has been here or will be in the near future! Follow the brightly
colored posters with the CAB logo to attend and participate in all that
the board has planned for the community at Rock Valley College.

__I
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ATHLETICS

Department ... (815) 921-3801
Located: Physical Education Center (PEC) - first floor, Room 1024
Website: RVCSports.com

Rock Valley College is a member of the National Junior College Athletic
Association (NJCAA) which governs eligibility and competition.

Freshman eligibility: Must be a high school graduate or equivalent;
during semester of competition, must be enrolled for at least

12 semester hours of credit leading to a degree or certificate; at end of first
full-time semester, must have passed at least 12 semester hours

of credit with a 2.0 GPA or better. (g

To remain eligible for a second season: Must have passed b
24 semester hours of credit with at least a 2.0 GPA; must not .
have completed two seasons of intercollegiate competition
inany single sport.

Other circumstances: Transfer students, part-time students,
and students with college credits, who have never participated
inintercollegiate athletics, should contact the Athletic Director.

Physical exams and
medical forms,

are required

each year,

before competing

on asports team.

Rock Valley Colleg

Nickname: Golden Eagles Colors: Navy Blue & Gold
Conference: N4C Sports Teams:

(North Central Community ¥ [:Hn MEN WOMEN
College Conference) - Baseball « Basketball
« College of DuPage @ +Basketball <Bowling

« Joliet Junior College «Bowling - Soccer

« Madison College - Soccer - Softball

+ Milwaukee Area Technical College +Volleyball

«William Rainey Harper College

INTERCOLLEGIATE SPORTS

Nine teams of men'’s and women'’s intercollegiate sports are offered at RVC.
The Golden Eagles compete in NJCAA Division Il in men’s and women's
basketball, men’s and women'’s soccer, men’s and women’s bowling,
women'’s softball and volleyball, and men’s baseball. Many of the teams
have enjoyed national prominence in recent years. RVC's rich athletic
history includes nearly 200 All-Americans and 22 National Championships.
See pages 7,12, 52, and 148 for more Athletics info.

RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES

The RVC campuses are a collegiate society with rules and regulations
that respect and protect the rights of both individuals and the
campus community. The following policies and procedures establish
both the rights and the responsibilities of Rock Valley College
students. Students are expected to know and adhere to RVC policies,
regulations, rules, and the Student Code of Conduct which are available
in the RVC Student Handbook.

This College Catalog should not be construed as constituting a contract
between the college and any person. The college reserves the right to
modify its policies.

A complete copy of each policy or procedure and the Student

Code of Conduct is available in the RVC Student Handbook.

The RVC Student Handbook is available on the RVC website:
RockValleyCollege.edu/StudentHandbook. Questions regarding the

Handbook may be directed to the Dean of Students Office.

Academic Honesty

The faculty and administration expect that RVC students are enrolled
in courses as serious and honorable scholars. Furthermore, students
are expected to do their own original work, except when collaboration
on projects is directed by faculty as part of the course or specific
assignment. Students are expected to observe the commonly
accepted standards of academic honesty at all times. Students who
commit any of the forms of academic dishonesty (plagiarism, cheating
by copying, dishonest collaboration, or fabrication) as outlined in the
Academic Honesty Standards and Procedures found in the RVC Student
Handbook are subject to penalties and sanctions.

Attendance Requirement

Students are expected to attend every class meeting. There is no
college policy permitting absences. Each faculty member will decide
when and how absences affect grades.

Campus Security Report

This report includes statistics for the previous three years concerning
reported crimes that occurred on campus; in certain off-campus
buildings or property owned or controlled by Rock Valley College; and
on public property within, orimmediately adjacent to and accessible
from, the campus. The report also includes institutional policies
concerning campus security, such as alcohol and drug use, crime
prevention, the reporting of crimes, sexual assault, domestic violence,
stalking, dating violence, and other matters. The complete report is
available at: RockValleyCollege.edu/CampusSecurityReport.
Individuals may also request a paper copy of this report

by contacting the RVC Police Department (RVCPD) at

(815) 921-4350 or by visiting the department (Room 1100) in the
Support Services Building (SSB).

Children On Campus

For the safety of children on campus, children may not accompany
students to class, tutoring or testing sessions. Also, children may
not be left unattended on the campus grounds, whether in college
buildings, extension centers, or at any college event.

Discipline Procedures

The Rock Valley College Dean of Students Office has the right to
impose disciplinary sanctions and/or corrective actions for a student
found responsible of violating the RVC Student Code of Conduct,
college regulations, and/or college policies. Students may also be
subject to civil or criminal penalties as appropriate.
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RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES (continued)

Drug Free Schools &

Communities Amendment Act

Rock Valley College complies with the Federal Drug-Free and
Communities Act as articulated in the Education Department General
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) Part 86. RVC students receive

an annual notice that outlines; standards of conduct, possible legal
sanctions and penalties, statements of health risks associated with
Alcohol or Drug Abuse, Prevention programs available, and college
disciplinary sanctions for violations of standards of conduct. The
college seeks to improve the campus atmosphere by eliminating
drugs and alcohol on the campus, except where liquor permits have
been procured or alcohol is utilized for instructional purposes.

Family Educational Rights &
Privacy Act (FERPA)

The following notice and information is given by Rock Valley College,
District 511, to advise students of their rights under the Family
Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 (The Act). Rock Valley College
has implemented policies and procedures implementing the Act.

The Act established the right of students to inspect and review their
educational records; provides that personally identifiable information
will not, with certain exceptions, be disclosed without the student’s
written permission; provides guidelines for correction of inaccurate

or misleading data through informal or formal hearings; grants
students the right to file complaints with the Family Compliance Office
concerning failures of the college to comply with the Act; and makes
provisions for notice to the students concerning those rights.

Students who wish to review their education records must complete
the appropriate form and submit it to the Registrar. Students will be
notified in writing of the date and time they may review the records.
The following student data is hereby designated as Directory
Information and such information may be disclosed or released by the
college for any purpose and at its discretion: student name, dates of
attendance, part-time/full-time enrollment status, degrees/certificates
earned, awards received, officially recognized activities, weights and
heights of members of athletic teams, and student e-mail addresses.
To have directory information withheld, the student must give written
notice to the Registrar by the tenth day of each semester for which the
student is enrolled.

A student may give permission to a parent, guardian, or other
individual to review their record. A FERPA waiver form is available

in the Records and Registration office.

Contact the Registrar at (815) 921-4267 for FERPA related questions.

Mental Health Act (MHA)

Pursuant to lllinois’ Student Optional Disclosure of Private Mental
Health Information Act, a student has the right to authorize the
College, in writing, to disclose his or her private mental health
information to a person of the student’s choosing. For additional
information, please contact the Records and Registration Office on the
second floor of the Student Center. Please be advised that, consistent
with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act, 20 U.S.C. § 1232g
and its regulations at 34 CFR § 99.36, the College may disclose a
student’s private information to persons who need to know that
information in the event of or to avert a health or safety emergency,
even if those persons have not been designated by the student

on his or her Student Optional Disclosure of Private Mental Health
Information Act.

In conjunction with FERPA and RVC policy, students will have the
written opportunity to authorize the disclosure of certain private
mental health information to a designated person of their choosing
by completing and filing a FERPA Form which includes the Mental
Health Act Disclosure. This policy allows you to designate a person(s)

to whom RVC may disclose certain private mental health information.
RVC will contact the person(s) of choice if RVC's Personal Counseling
Services determines that you pose a clear danger to yourself or to
others and/or protection is needed for you or another person from

a clear, imminent risk of serious mental or physical injury, disease or
death.

Pregnant & Parenting Student Act

In June 2013, the Office of Civil Rights, within the Department of
Education, issued a“Dear Colleague letter” that indicated it is illegal for
schools to exclude a pregnant student from participating in any part
of an educational program.

Please refer to the RVC Student Handbook for the entire RVC policy go
to: RockValleyCollege.edu/StudentHandbook.

Procedure for Resolution
of Student Complaints

Students may encounter problems during their course of study at RVC
that may require review by appropriate administrative or academic
personnel. The college has established procedures. Questions or
guidance regarding these procedures should be directed to the

Dean of Students Office, (815) 921-4281. The procedures are also
available in the RVC Student Handbook. Please reference the Dean

of Students’ website (RockValleyCollege.edu/DeanOfStudents) for
Student Complaint FAQ.

Preventing Sexual Violence in
Higher Education Act

Effective August 1, 2016, the Preventing Sexual Violence in Higher
Education Act applies to all lllinois higher education institutions. The
new law imposes a number of requirements on higher education
institutions related to their policies, procedures, provision of services,
and responses to sexual violence on campus between students. While
most of the Act’s requirements mirror the federal law requirements
under Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the Jeanne
Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime
Statistics Act, the new lllinois law also places several additional
requirements on public universities, public community colleges, and
independent not-for-profit or for-profit higher education institutions.
Please see the RVC Student Handbook for additional information,
policies, and procedures.

Registered Sex Offender List

The Rock Valley College Police Department (RVCPD) maintains a
registered sex offender list, which identifies all known registered sex
offenders who are currently enrolled as students or employees at
Rock Valley College. lllinois state law requires all institutions of higher
education to make registered sex offender information available to
anyone who requests it.

This registered sex offender list is available for viewing, on the Main
Campus, at the RVCPD office in the Support Services Building (SSB),
Room 1100 and at the Welcome Center on the first floor of the Student
Center (SC); also at the Stenstrom Center (SCCE) in Room 403; the
Workforce Development office on North Main Street; and the Rock Valley
College Downtown (RVCD) location. Registered sex offenders who

fail to register their status as a student or employee at an institution
of higher education are in violation of the Sex Offender Registration
Act, which is a Class 3 Felony, and may be arrested. In addition to
registering with the RVCPD, registered sex offenders must also meet
with the Dean of Students or designee prior to the beginning of each
semester they enroll.
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RIGHTS & RESPONSIBILITIES (continued)

This mandate applies to all RVC courses including High School
Equivalency (HSE, formerly GED), English as a Second Language (ESL),
Adult Basic Education (ABE), and Community/Continuing Education;
and also to students registered as part-time status (less than

12 credit hours) and enrolled students of collaborative and partnership
programs.

Section 504 and ADA

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA),
ADA Amendments Act of 2008, and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973, Rock Valley College is committed to upholding the

rights of individuals with disabilities and providing prompt and
effective resolution of incidents of discrimination and harassment. If
a student has concerns or encounters problems related to a disability,
accommodations, and/or construed discrimination, they shall express
their concern initially with the appropriate faculty/staff member
involved in the conflict in an informal manner. The complaint must
be presented within thirty (30) business days of the incident. If the
issue cannot be resolved by informal measures, students may choose
to contact the Director of Disability Services at (815) 921-2356 for
assistance in resolving the complaint. If the complaint is still not
resolved after the informal discussion, the student may appeal in
writing within ten (10) days after the informal discussion, to the

ADA/504 Compliance Officer, Dean of Students, at (815) 921-4281 for
an investigation. Upon completion of the investigation, a response will
be provided to the student within thirty (30) business days.

Student Assembly Policy

Although students are welcome to gather to express and discuss ideas,
all such assemblies must be held in accordance with the policy on
student assembly. This information is available in the

RVC Student Handbook.

Student Right-To-Know Information

Student Right to Know refers to federally-mandated public disclosure
of specified consumer statistics of institutional effectiveness. The
Student Right to Know and Campus Security Act (PL. 101-542)
requires higher education institutions receiving federal financial
assistance to provide prospective and current students with the
following information to help them make informed decisions about
the educational benefits available: Graduation, Transfer, and Retention
Rates, Campus Security, and other consumer information.

A complete list is available on the RVC web page:
RockValleyCollege.edu/StudentRightToKnow.

TRANSITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES & CAREER EDUCATION

Adult Education ... (815) 921-2000

Rock Valley College Downtown (RVCD)
99 E. State Street, second floor (in the Rockford Register Star building)

Website: RockValleyCollege.edu/AdultEd

Whether students want to earn a General Education Development
(GED)/High School Equivalency (HSE), polish basic skills to prepare
for a career, or improve English-language skills, there’s something for
students at Rock Valley College Adult Education. We have programs
that will position students for success, regardless of experience level.

« Adult Education Bridge Programs
- Healthcare Field
- Information Technology
— Manufacturing
- Transportation, Distribution, and Logistics (TDL)

« English as a Second Language (ESL)
Improve listening, speaking, reading, and writing skills at no cost
to the Student. Classes range from providing basic language
skills for beginners to helping advanced students prepare for
higher education, further training, or a career.

« General Education Development (GED)/High School Equivalency (HSE)
Basic skill instruction in the areas of Reading, Writing, and Math
at no cost to the student.

« Integrated Career & Academic Preparation System (ICAPS)
Program to pursue a GED/HSE or advanced ESL training, as well
as a CTE certificate at the same time, earning credits towards an
A.A.S. degree.

Workforce Development ... (815) 921-2200

Located: North Main Street Center (NMST)
303 N. Main Street (in the Supply Core Building)

RVC's Workforce Development is a partner-agency of lllinois’

The Workforce Connection, a 17-partner program that provides
“employment-based” services to qualified individuals and eligibility
criteria is program specific.

Workforce Development provides one contact for employers to find
workers AND for job-seekers to receive training, education, and
employment services. Services generally assist eligible job-seekers
with: career testing and counseling, job readiness skills, job search
assistance, on-the-job training opportunities, and financial assistance
for vocational training.

» Adult and Dislocated Workers Program
Services designed to meet the workforce needs of area businesses
and get workers back to work as quickly as possible. The Adult and
Dislocated Workers Program helps employers through customized
training programs and an incentive-based on-the-job training
program. Unemployed workers can benefit from: workshops, career
planning and counseling, job search training and referrals, and
on-the-job training with local employers.

« Elevate (Youth) Program
Elevate is designed to provide educational, career, and support
services to youth between the ages of 16-24 who may have a barrier
that is preventing them from completing their high school diploma,
high school equivalency certificate, or finding employment.

« Refugee & Immigrant Services
Services for adjustment and employment for refugees and
immigrants from the northern 10 counties in lllinois. Business
Services Coordinators and staff work with employers who have found
great success hiring refugees and immigrants through this program.
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TRANSFER DEGREES

TRANSFER DEGREES

Rock Valley College offers a wide variety of courses specifically
designed for transfer. The keys to successful transfer are to

start planning immediately and to select coursework carefully.

The Associate of Arts (A.A.), the Associate in Science (A.S.), and

the Associate in Engineering Science (A.E.S.) degrees are intended
for students planning to transfer to a college or university for a
baccalaureate degree. However, since requirements can vary from
one institution to another, it is recommended that students meet
regularly with an academic advisor as well as verify information with
the transfer institution.

The Planning for Success and IAI/RVC General Education Core
Curriculum information, beginning on this page, provides additional
educational planning information. Academic advisors are available
to help students develop an individual education plan. Although
Associate in Applied Science (A.A.S.) programs are not primarily
designed for transfer to a four-year institution, RVC has established
articulation agreements with a number of colleges and universities
so that many A.A.S. degrees may transfer. Students should consult
an academic advisor or program coordinator regarding the growing
transfer possibilities with the A.A.S. degrees (see page 54).

Associate of Arts Degree
(A.A. - RVC curriculum #1000)

This degree is for students who plan to major in liberal arts disciplines
such as art, criminal justice, education, English, foreign language,
geography, history, music, philosophy, political science, psychology,
sociology, and speech. It can also be used for transfer business majors
such as accounting, business administration, finance, and human
resources.

Associate in Science Degree
(A.S. - RVC curriculum #1700)

This degree is for students who plan to major in science-related
disciplines such as biology, chemistry, geology, mathematics,
medicine, medical technology, pharmacy, occupational and physical
therapy, physics, and veterinary medicine.

Associate in Engineering Science
(A.E.S. - RVC curriculum #1775)

This degree is designed to provide students a transition to a
four-year baccalaureate engineering degree program. Students
who complete the A.E.S. degree can transfer to an engineering
program to complete a Bachelor of Science degree depending
upon the requirements of the transfer institution. Students may
need to complete additional engineering prerequisites at the
transfer school.

Selecting the IAI

General Education Courses

Students will find a concise listing of General Education Core
Curriculum course requirements for the A.A. and A.S. degrees
beginning on page 40. Students should also consult with a Rock Valley
College academic advisor for assistance in making correct course
selections. In addition, they should consult: iTransfer.org for accurate
updates on these requirements.

PLANNING FOR SUCCESS

Transfer Planning

By carefully constructing an educational plan, students can select Rock
Valley College courses for transfer to a variety of four-year colleges

and universities. When a student has selected a transfer school, it is
important that the student review that institution’s specific admission
and course requirements. Transfer information can be obtained in the
Academic and Transfer Advising Office.

STU 100 - Planning for Success

The STU 100 - Planning for Success course is required for all new
students intending to pursue an A.A., A.S., or A.E.S. This one-credit
course is transferable to a 4-year college/university and will apply
towards graduation at RVC. Students are strongly encouraged to take
this course in their first or second semester.

Although recommended for students seeking an Associate in Applied
Science (A.A.S.) degree or for certificate-seeking students, it is not a
requirement.

Specific Requirements for
A.A. & A.S. Degrees

Rock Valley College, like most other lllinois community colleges, has
additional, specific degree requirements for the Associate of Arts
transfer degree, and other requirements for the Associate in Science
transfer degree; these are described in detail on pages 42 and 44 of
this College Catalog.

Majors & Elective Courses

At Rock Valley College, 16-20 elective credits for the Associate of Arts
(A.A.) degree and 15-18 credits for the Associate in Science (A.S.)
degree may be used by students to explore a particular field of study
or major.

Students should schedule an appointment to meet with an advisor to
discuss course selection.

Students should also consult: iTransfer.org for up-to-date listings of
Rock Valley College courses which will count in the majors at other
lllinois colleges and universities.

Diversity & Non-Western
Culture Courses

Some transfer institutions require a diversity or Non-Western course
in their general education requirements. Students are encouraged to
complete any diversity or Non-Western culture courses required by
their intended transfer institution as part of their general education
core at Rock Valley College.




THE ILLINOIS
ARTICULATION
INITIATIVE (1Al)

Rock Valley College is a participant in the Illinois Articulation Initiative
(IAl), a statewide articulation effort to help lllinois college students
transfer credit more easily between more than 100 participating
lllinois colleges and universities. One of the main features of the IAl is
the General Education Core Curriculum (GECC) which is a list of general
education courses that have been articulated statewide and will be
accepted for transfer by all participating colleges and universities

in lllinois.

Completion of the GECC at any participating institution in lllinois
assures transferring students that general education requirements

for an Associate of Arts have been satisfied upon transfer to another
participating institution. Students who wish to transfer to four-year
colleges and universities are advised to complete an Associate Degree.
Keep in mind, the IAl General Education transfers as a “package.”
Course-to-course transfer credit is not guaranteed.

Students who have 30 semester credits of college-level coursework
can transfer to an |Al participating institution and have the option

of completing the institution’s lower-division general education
requirements, or complete the |Al GECC. The receiving institution may
require transfer students to complete institution-wide and/or mission
related graduation requirements beyond the scope of the IAl GECC.
The IAlis a powerful tool for students. General and detailed
information about the Al as well as the most current list of
participating schools can be found online at: iTransfer.org.

General Education
Core Curriculum (GECQ)

The requirements for an Associate Degree (A.A. or A.S.)
at Rock Valley College consists of a minimum of 64 credit hours taken
from three components:
1. General education core curriculum (pages 42-45)
2. Additional degree requirements (pages 43 & 45)
3. Baccalaureate-oriented courses taken in the major/minor,

and electives
The |AI GECC of 37-41 credits for an Associate of Arts, or 31-35 credits
for an Associate in Science, consists of courses that colleges and
universities consider essential for students’success in college and life.
The GECC requires study in the following areas:

ASSOCIATE OF ARTS
CommuNIcationS......c.vevevervnrersrenes 9 credits
Mathematics ... 3-6 credits
Physical and Life Sciences............... 7-8 credits
Humanities and Fine Arts................ 9 credits
Social SCIENCES.....vveerrererrerrrirerrnnrenne 9 credits
ASSOCIATE IN SCIENCE
Communications .......c.cccerveernnrens 9 credits
Mathematics ... ... 3-6 credits
Physical and Life Sciences . ... 7-8 credits
Humanities and Fine Arts . .... 6 credits
Social SCIENCES ....vverrrerrrrerererrrinrrenne 6 credits
POST-TRANSFER .........cocevurremrrrne. 6 credits

Courses taken at either the Transfer Institution or
taken at RVC: one course from Humanities or Fine Arts
and one course from Social & Behavioral Sciences)

2021 - 2022 RVC COLLEGE CATALOG

TRANSFER DEGREES

RVC EDUCATION
GUARANTEE PROGRAM

University Transfer Guarantee

Rock Valley College guarantees that courses approved for transfer to
another college will be honored either as program requirements or
electives. If transfer courses are not accepted after all provisions of
the University Transfer Credit Guarantee are followed, the college will
allow the student to take additional Rock Valley College courses up to
the number of credits not transferred without charge for tuition

and fees.

EACH STUDENT IS RESPONSIBLE FOR
GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS:
. Complete a minimum of 64 credit hours of 100 level courses or

above that also meet the requirements of the General Education
Core Curriculum.

« Achieve a cumulative 2.0 (C) GPA in all 100/200 level courses
attempted at Rock Valley College.
«  Meet residency requirements by earning a minimum of
15 semester hours of 100/200 level at Rock Valley College.
Students must submit an application for graduation approved
by an Academic Advisor to the Records and Registration Office,
on second floor of Student Center, by the dates listed below.

March 1 -
June 1-

Last day to apply for Spring graduation
Last day to apply for Summer graduation

October 1 - Last day to apply for Fall graduation
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PLANNING FOR SUCCESS - EDUCATION PLAN

Requirements for: Associate of Arts Degree (A.A.) = 64 Credit Hours Total

KEY: # = Non-Western Culture (one 3-credit course required)

1. GENERAL EDUCATION CORE
CURRICULUM (GECC)
(37-41 CREDIT HOURS TOTAL)

COMMUNICATIONS 9 credits

Students whose first semester of postsecondary education is after Summer
1999 must earn grades of “C” or higher in ENG 101 and 103.

@ ENG 101 Composition |
@ ENG 103  Composition Il
SPH 131 Fundamentals of CommuNIcations ............coeeeesmmreeesmrreeene 3

@ = Must earn minimum of “C"

9 credits

HUMANITIES / FINE ARTS

Note: To fulfill the Al GECC Humanities and Fine Arts requirement, students
should select a minimum of three (3) courses, selecting at least one (1) from the
Humanities and one from the Fine Arts. Interdisciplinary courses encompassing
both the Humanities and the Fine Arts may be used for either category.

Humanities:
_ FRN204 Intermediate French Il 3
__ GRM204 Intermediate German Il 3
_ LT139 Mythology 3
_ L1140 Bible as Literature 3
L1142 Exploring Literature: Poetry 3
_ L7143 Exploring Literature: Drama 3
L1144 Exploring Literature: Fiction 3
_ LIT152 Multicultural American Literature
_ #LT154 Introduction to Non-Western Literature
LT 201 American Literature before 1865 .........eneeneeeneeeneens 3
_ LT202 American Literature since 1865 3
_ LIT205 British Literature before 1800 3
_ LIT206 British Literature since 1800 3
_LT210 Woman'’s Literature: The Early Years to 1800 ..
LT 2m Woman’s Literature: 1800 to Present
I B | 2N Shakespeare 3
_ PHL150 Introduction to Philosophy 3
____#PHL151 Introduction to Non-Western PhiloSOPhY .........ccoecceeceeenne 3
PHL 152 Environmental Ethics 3
PHL 154 Introduction to Religion 3
_ #PHL155 World Religions 3
_ PHL156 Religion in American Society 3
__ PHL157 Foundational Religious Texts 3
_ PHL158 Ancient & Medieval Philosophy 3
____ PHL159  Modern & Contemporary PhiloSOPhY .........cccccumeeveemmeeeeeseeeens 3
_ PHL255 Logic 3
_ PHL256 Contemporary Moral Issues 3
_ PHL260 Philosophy of Religion 3
_ SPN204 Intermediate Spanish Il 3
Fine Arts:
ART 131 Introduction to Visual Arts 3
_ #ART141 Introduction to Nonwestern Visual Art ........ocoveevevveeveenneee 3
_ ART25:1 History of Art| 3
_ ART252 History of Art Il 3
_ ART253 History of Art Il 3
____ COM251  Film History and Appreciation 3
____ COM252 International History of Film 3
HUM 117  Ethnic Traditions in American Theatre ........ooewveeeernereenenns 3

HUM 210  Cultural Expression Gender in Visual &
Performing Arts 3
MUS 102  Introduction to Music Literature 3
_____ MUS104 Introduction to American Music 3
_ #MUS106 Introduction to Non-Western MUSIC ........cvcenerenerenereeeennns 3
_ Mus2s51 Music Literature | 3
_ MUS252  Music Literature Il 3
_ MUS253  Music Literature lll 3
_ THE133 Introduction to Theatre 3
Interdisciplinary Humanities & Fine Arts:
Interdisciplinary humanities courses listed below may be used for either
Humanities or Fine Arts credit. The Humanities/Fine Arts requirement cannot
be met soley with Humanities classes.
_ ENG200 Language, Power & Public Life 3
_  HUM111 Introduction to Humanities | 3
____ HUM112 Introduction to Humanities Il 3
_  HUM114 Introduction to Humanities llI 3
__ #HUM120 Hispanic Caribbean Cultural Expression.... 3
HUM 121  US. Latino/Latina Cultural Expression
__ HUM122  Spanish Cultural Expression
_ #HUM125 Introduction to Non-Western Humanities...........cccoeecevevunece. 3
HUM 211 War & West. Humanities Thru Middle Ages .3
_  HUM?212 War &West. Humanities: Renaissance to Present .... .3
LIT 141 Film and Literature 3

PHYSICAL & LIFE SCIENCES 7-8 credits

Note: Select at least one Life Science and one Physical Science course. At least
one of the two courses must have a lab.

Life Sciences:
BIO 100
BIO 103
BIO 104
BIO 106
BIO 107
BIO 113
BIO 140
BIO 150
BIO 152
BIO 162
BIO 201
BIO 202

Physical Sciences:

AST 202
ATS 105
CHM 105
CHM 110
CHM 120
GEL 101
GEL 103
GEL 107
GEL 206
PGE 100
PGE 102
PGE 240
PHY 201
PHY 215

Introductory to Human Biology
Introductory Life Sciences
Introductory Life Sciences Lab
Introductory Environmental Life Science .....
Introductory Environmental Life Science Lab ..
Plants and Society
Introduction to Evolution
Microbes & Society
Microbes & Society Lab
Human Heredity
Fundamentals of Biology |
Fundamentals of Biology Il

w = w w

AD W= W WD

Introduction to Astronomy
Introduction to Atmospheric Science
Chemistry and Society
General, Organic & BioChemistry |
General Chemistry |
Introduction to Geology
Fossils and Earth History
Geology of the Solar System
Environmental Geology
Physical Geography
Physical Geography w/ Lab
Global Climate Change
Mechanics and Heat
Mechanics, Wave Motion & Thermodynamics ... 5

4
4
4
3
3
3
4
3
5




MATHEMATICS

3-6 credits

Note: For students seeking state certification as elementary teachers, both
MTH 216 and 217 must be satisfactorily completed to fulfill the three-hour
mathematics requirement.

MTH 115
MTH 135
MTH 160
MTH 211
MTH 217
MTH 220
MTH 235
MTH 236

General Education Math 3
Calculus | 5
Topics from Finite Math 3
Calculus for Business/Social SCIENCES ......vvvverrereeererreensreens 4
Math for Elementary Teachers Il 3
Elements of Statistics 3
Calculus I 4
Calculus Il 4

SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 9 credits

Note: Select courses from at least two areas.

Anthropology:
ANP 102
# ANP 103

Economics:
ECO 101
ECO 110
ECO 111
History:
HST 140
HST 141
HST 142
_ HST143
__ #HST151
__ #HST152
___#HST162
__ _#HST163
_ _#HST172
_ #HST173
_ #HST182
__ #HST183
_ #HST192
_ #HST193

Political Science:
PSC 150
PSC 160
PSC161
PSC 269

Psychology:
PSY 170
PSY 225
PSY 270
PSY 275

Sociology:
SO0C 190
SOC 290
____ #S0C295
SOC 298
S0C299

Introduction to Physical Anthropology .............cceeeeennes 3
Introduction to Cultural Anthropology ........ccceeceeeunneee 3
Introduction to Economics 3
Principles of Macroeconomics 3
Principles of Microeconomics 3
History of Western Civilization | 3
History of Western Civilization Il 3
History of the U.S. to 1865 3
History of the U.S. since 1865 3
African History Survey to 1600 3
African History Survey Since 1600 ........ccceeuceeemusmceeesssnneceens 3
History of Latin American | 3
History of Latin American Il 3
History of the Middle East | 3
History of the Middle East Il 3

History of Eastern Civilization to 1500
History of Eastern Civilization since 1500

History of the World until 1750 3
History of the World since 1750 3
Intro to Political Science 3
American National Government 3
State and Local Government 3
International Relations 3
General Psychology 3
Child Development 3
Life-Span Developmental Psychology

Social Psychology 3

Introduction to Sociology 3
Social Problems 3
Racial and Ethnic Relations 3
3
3

Sociology of Sex and Gender
Sociology of the Family

2021 - 2022 RVC COLLEGE CATALOG
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2.ADDITIONAL DEGREE
REQUIREMENTS TO BE COMPLETED

For the Associate of Arts Degree,

students need to complete the following:

« Humanities and Fine Arts - 3 credits
(additional for a total of 12)
Select from: Any course listed as an |Al approved humanities or fine arts
course and/or ART 246; FRN, GRM, SPN; PHL; LIT; HUM 115, or 250.

« Social and Behavioral Sciences - 3 credits
(additional for a total of 12)
Select from: Any course listed as an |Al approved social and
behavioral science course and/or ANP, ECO, EDU 224, GEO,
HST,PSC, PSY,or SOC.

« Non-Western Culture - one 3-credit course
Select from: Any course listed as an IAl approved Non-Western Culture.
Course is indicated by (#); or SPH 202.

« STU 100 - Planning for Success - one 1-credit course

» Electives - 16-20 additional credits
The electives taken at RVC may serve as prerequisites for majors at
baccalaureate institutions. Students should meet with an academic
advisor to verify course selection based on major and transfer
institution. Students should also check with the college or university
they plan to transfer to and confirm course selection. Students are
responsible for knowing the specific requirements of the institution
they are considering for transfer and should consult with those
institutions directly.

Note: Students can only use a maximum of four (4) credits of
100-level (activity-based) FWS credits.

Please see further information about the IAl at: iTransfer.org.

Disclaimer : This information is only a tool that will be updated
periodically. Please check with Academic and Transfer Advising Office
for updates.
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TRANSFER DEGREES

PLANNING FOR SUCCESS - EDUCATION PLAN

Requirements for: Associate in Science Degree (A.S.) = 64 Credit Hours Total

KEY: # = Non-Western Culture (one 3-credit course required)

1. GENERAL EDUCATION CORE
CURRICULUM (GECCQ)
(31-35 CREDIT HOURS TOTAL)

Note: The A.S. Degree does not fulfill the
IAl GECC requirements. However, the
GECC can still be completed at RVC or
completed at the Transfer Institution
(for more info see page 39 & 43).

COMMUNICATIONS 9 credits

Students whose first semester of postsecondary education is after Summer
1999 must earn grades of “C” or higher in ENG 101 and 103.

@ ENG 101 Composition | 3
@ ENG 103  Composition Il 3
SPH 131 Fundamentals of COmMMUNICAtIONS .....vveerreveernrreresnseeesennns 3

@ = Must earn minimum of “C"

HUMANITIES / FINE ARTS 6 credits

Note: To fulfill the Al GECC Humanities and Fine Arts requirement, students should
select a minimum of two (2) courses, selecting at least one (1) from the Humanities
and one from the Fine Arts. Interdisciplinary courses encompassing both the
Humanities and the Fine Arts may be used for either category.

Humanities:
_ FRN204 Intermediate French Il 3
_ GRM204 Intermediate German Il 3
_ LT139 Mythology 3
_ LIT140 Bible as Literature 3
_ LT142 Exploring Literature: Poetry 3
L1143 Exploring Literature: Drama 3
_ LIT144 Exploring Literature: Fiction 3
_ LIT152 Multicultural American Literature ..........eeeeneeneeneenne 3
_ #LIT154 Introduction to Non-Western Literature ....
LT 201 American Literature before 1865
_ LT202 American Literature since 1865 3
_ LIT205 British Literature before 1800 3
__ LIT206 British Literature since 1800 3
LT 210 Woman'’s Literature: The Early Years to 1800 ........ccooeeeeeeeunnne 3
_ura2m Woman'’s Literature: 1800 t0 Present ...........ooeeevereereerenns 3
LT 2a Shakespeare 3
____ PHL150 Introduction to Philosophy 3
_ #PHL151 Introduction to Non-Western Philosophy ... 3
PHL 152 Environmental Ethics 3
_ PHL154 Introduction to Religion 3
__ #PHL155 World Religions 3
_ PHL156 Religion in American Society 3
__ PHL157 Foundational Religious Texts 3
_ PHL158 Ancient & Medieval Philosophy 3
_ PHL159 Modern & Contemporary PhiloSOPhY ..........c..c.cceeemeesmnnceeenns 3
_ PHL255 Logic 3
__ PHL256 Contemporary Moral Issues 3
_ PHL260 Philosophy of Religion 3
__ SPN204 Intermediate Spanish Il 3
Fine Arts:
_ ART131 Introduction to Visual Arts 3
_ #ART14 Introduction to Nonwestern Visual Art ........cceeveerecevnnnnne 3
ART 251 History of Art | 3

ART 252
ART 253
COM 251
COM 252
HUM 117
HUM 210

MUS 102
__ Mus104
__ #MUS106
MUS 251
MUS 252
MUS 253
THE 133

History of Art Il
History of Art Il
Film History and Appreciation
International History of Film
Ethnic Traditions in American Theatre .........cceeveeervrerrerens
Cultural Expression Gender in Visual &

Performing Arts
Introduction to Music Literature
Introduction to American Music
Introduction to Non-Western Music
Music Literature |
Music Literature |l
Music Literature IlI
Introduction to Theatre

w w w w

w

w w w

w

w w w w

Interdisciplinary Humanities & Fine Arts:

Interdisciplinary humanities courses listed below may be used for either
Humanities or Fine Arts credit. The Humanities/Fine Arts requirement cannot
be met soley with Humanities classes.

ENG 200
HUM 111
HUM 112
__ HumM114
___ #HUM120
HUM 121
__ Hum122
__ #HUM125
HUM 211
HUM 212
LIT 141

Language, Power & Public Life
Introduction to Humanities |
Introduction to Humanities Il
Introduction to Humanities Il
Hispanic Caribbean Cultural Expression...
U.S. Latino/Latina Cultural Expression
Spanish Cultural Expression 3
Introduction to Non-Western Humanities..........oc..oueeeeeeees 3
War & West. Humanities Thru Middle Ages

War & West. Humanities: Renaissance to Present ...
Film and Literature

PHYSICAL & LIFE SCIENCES 7-8 credits

Note: Select at least one Life Science and one Physical Science course. At least
one of the two courses must have a lab.

Life Sciences:
BIO 100
BIO 103
BIO 104
BIO 106
BIO 107
BIO 113
BIO 140
BIO 150
BIO 152
BIO 162
BIO 201
BIO 202

Physical Sciences:

AST 202
ATS 105
CHM 105
CHM 110
CHM 120
GEL 101
GEL 103
GEL 107
GEL 206
PGE 100
PGE 102
PGE 240
PHY 201
PHY 215

Introductory to Human Biology 3
Introductory Life Sciences 3
Introductory Life Sciences Lab 1
Introductory Environmental Life Science 3

Introductory Environmental Life Science Lab
Plants and Society
Introduction to Evolution
Microbes & Society
Microbes & Society Lab
Human Heredity
Fundamentals of Biology |
Fundamentals of Biology Il

AP W—=WWhH

Introduction to Astronomy 4
Introduction to Atmospheric SCGENCE ...vrrevrmerrversnrerierenns 4
Chemistry and Society
General, Organic & BioChemistry |
General Chemistry |
Introduction to Geology
Fossils and Earth History
Geology of the Solar System
Environmental Geology
Physical Geography
Physical Geography w/ Lab
Global Climate Change
Mechanics and Heat
Mechanics, Wave Motion & Thermodynamics




MATHEMATICS 3-6 credits

Note: For students seeking state certification as elementary teachers, both
MTH 216 and 217 must be satisfactorily completed to fulfill the three-hour
mathematics requirement.

_ MTH 115 General Education Math 3
_ MTH 135 Calculusl 5
____ MTH 160 Topics from Finite Math 3
__ MTH 211 Calculus for Business/Social SCGIENCES ......cvvveervveerrreeerrrenrreenns 4
____ MTH 217 Math for Elementary Teachers I 3
__ MTH 220 Elements of Statistics 3
_ MTH 235 Calculusll 4

MTH 236 Calculuslll 4

SOCIAL & BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES 6 credits

Note: Select courses from at least two areas.

Anthropology:

___ ANP102 Introduction to Physical Anthropology .. .3
____#ANP103 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

Economics:

ECO 101 Introduction to Economics 3

ECO110  Principles of Macroeconomics 3

ECO111  Principles of Microeconomics
History:

HST 140  History of Western Civilization | 3

HST 141 History of Western Civilization I 3

HST 142 History of the U.S. to 1865 3
_ HST143 History of the U.S. since 1865 3
____ #HST151  African History Survey to 1600 3
___ #HST152  African History Survey Since 1600 ...........cooueeeeeemmmmmecereensnnnees 3
_ #HST162 History of Latin American | 3
_ #HST163 History of Latin American Il 3
_ #HST172 History of the Middle East | 3
_ #HST173 History of the Middle East Il 3
_ #HST182 History of Eastern Civilization t0 1500 ........c..eecereeesunrececenes 3
_ #HST183 History of Eastern Civilization since 1500 ......cooeeceveeerureeecenes 3
_ #HST192 History of the World until 1750 3
_ #HST193 History of the World since 1750 3
Political Science:

___ PsSC150 Intro to Political Science 3
____ PsC160 American National Government 3
___ PsC1e1 State and Local Government 3
__ PsC269 International Relations 3
Psychology:

____ PSY170  General Psychology 3
_ PSYy22s Child Development 3
__ PSY270  Life-Span Developmental PSychology ............comeceeeuunrnnees 3
___ PSY275  Social Psychology 3
Sociology:

SOC190 Introduction to Sociology 3
___S0C29  Social Problems 3
__ #50C295 Racial and Ethnic Relations 3

SOC298  Sociology of Sex and Gender 3

SOC299  Sociology of the Family 3
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2.ADDITIONAL DEGREE
REQUIREMENTS TO BE COMPLETED

For the Associate in Science Degree,

students need to complete the following:

« Mathematics (additional credits for a total of 8)
Select from: Any course listed as an |Al approved mathematics course and/
or any other math course (MTH) numbered 100 or above.
Note: If needed, it is strongly recommended that students
complete all calculus courses at the same institution.

« Physical and Life Sciences (additional credits for a total of 16)
Two courses with labs from the same discipline
(Example: Two BIO'S or two CHM’s)

Select from: Any course listed as an IAl GECC approved Life or Physical
Science course and/or any course from AST, ATS, BIO, CHM, GEL, PGE, or PHY.
Credit cannot be counted toward the science requirement of the

A.S. for more than one course in the following course combination:

BIO 103/BIO 162/BIO 201/BIO 205.

Credit cannot be counted toward the science requirement of the

A.S. for more than one course in the following course combination:

CHM 105/110/120. Acceptable course pairings for chemistry include

CHM 110 and CHM 210 or CHM 120 and CHM 130.

« Non-Western Culture - one 3-credit course

Select from: Any course listed as an |Al approved Non-Western Culture.
Course is indicated by (#); or SPH 202.

« STU 100 - Planning for Success - one 1-credit course

« Electives — 15-18 additional credits
The electives taken at RVC may serve as prerequisites for majors at
baccalaureate institutions. Students should meet with an academic
advisor to verify course selection based on major and transfer
institution. Students should also check with the college or university
they plan to transfer to and confirm course selection. Students are
responsible for knowing the specific requirements of the institution
they are considering for transfer and should consult with those
institutions directly.

Note: Students can only use a maximum of four (4) credits of
100-level (activity-based) FWS credits.

Post-Transfer GECC Completion:

These courses can be taken at either the Transfer Institution or taken at
RVC. Select courses from the IAI GECC list on previous pages.

« Social and Behavioral Science - one 3-credit course
« Humanities /Fine Arts - one 3-credit course

Please see further information about the IAl at: iTransfer.org.

Disclaimer : This information is only a tool that will be updated
periodically. Please check with Academic and Transfer Advising Office
for updates.
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Associate in Engineering

Science (A.E.S.) Degree #1775

Degree Conferred: Associate in Engineering Science (A.E.S.)

65 credits
Aviation and Engineering
(815) 921-3203

Program Contact:

Program Overview:

The Associate in Engineering Science Degree is designed to provide
graduates with transfer credits to a baccalaureate engineering degree
program. The degree supports A.E.S. graduates’ ability to complete

a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Degree depending in large part on the
requirements of the four-year institution. The student should identify
his/her engineering major and target institution as soon as possible.
Students who are unsure of a major in engineering may wish to pursue
an Associate in Science (A.S.) Degree. Although students completing an
A.S. Degree can complete all of the general education requirements at
Rock Valley College, they may be required by the program prerequisites
at the transfer school to take three years to complete the baccalaureate
engineering program.

I. College Requirements

a. Semester Hours: A minimum of 65 credit hours
completed as specified in the following sections.

b. Grade-Point: A minimum cumulative grade-point
average of 2.0 (“C"average) in all course work taken.

¢.  A“C"or better in each engineering specialty course and elective.

General Education Requirements

The completion of the AES degree does not fulfill all general
requirements of the Illinois Articulation Initiative (IAl) General
Education Core Curriculum. Consequently, students must complete
the remainder of their general education requirements at the
institution to which they transfer. Given the rigor associated

with most four-year engineering programs, this program helps

to provide students with more balanced semester course loads
during their junior and senior years.

A.E.S. General Education Core Requirements .. 35 credits
Note: Completion of the A.E.S. degree does not complete the IAl GECC.
Students will also need to complete general education credits at the
transfer institution.

A.E.S. Communications 9 credits
ENG 101 Composition | 3
ENG 103 Composition Il 3
SPH 131 Fundamentals of Communication 3
A.E.S. Mathematics 13 credits
MTH 135 Calculus with Analytic Geometry | 5
MTH 235 Calculus with Analytic Geometry Il 4
MTH 236 Calculus with Analytic Geometry IlI 4
A.E.S. Physical Science 4 credits
CHM 120 General Chemistry | 4
A.E.S. Social and Behavioral Sciences/

Humanities and Fine Arts 9 credits

Students are encouraged to complete a two-course sequence in the
same discipline in either the Social and Behavioral Sciences or the
Humanities and Fine Arts categories.

(Please see pages 42-43 for complete list of IAl-approved General
Education Core Curriculum courses for these areas.)

IMPORTANT: students are required to select one course that emphasizes
Non-Western culture (# after course listing = Non-Western course).

Students planning on majoring in Industrial Engineering are required
to take:
ECO M Principles of Economics: Micro 3

(Note: ECO 111- Principles of Economics: Micro, 3, is permissible, but not required, for all
other engineering majors.)

Ill. A.E.S. Engineering

Major Courses 20 Credits
A.E.S. Engineering and Technology 2 credits
EGR 101 Introduction to Engineering 2
A.E.S. Additional Math Requirement 3 credits
MTH 240 Differential Equations 3
A.E.S. Calculus-based Physics 10 credits
PHY 215 Mechanics, Wave Motion, & Thermodynamic .5
PHY 225 Electricity, Magnetism, Light, & Modern Physics. .5
A.E.S. Computer Programming 4 credits

MTH 164 The Computer in Mathematics C/C++, or,

ClIS 276 Introduction to C/C++ Programming 4
(Note: Students in Electrical Engineering are advised to take MTH 164,

or combination of MTH 120 / MTH 125, if MTH 132 was not completed.

For EE students, CIS 276 cannot satisfy both the AES Computer Programming
requirement and the AES Engineering Elective requirement. Additional
coursework is necessary.)

A.E.S. Required Elective 1 credit
STU 100 Planning for Success 1

IV. A.E.S. Engineering Electives ....... 10 Credits
The selection of the appropriate elective engineering courses to
meet the elective requirement will depend on the student’s desired
major/engineering discipline and the specific requirements of the
intended transfer institution. Electives should be determined in
consultation with an engineering advisor.
The abbreviations given in the table below indicate the primary
engineering disciplines from which the students may select a major
field; the elective courses listed below appropriate to that discipline
are marked with this abbreviation.

« Civil Engineering (

« Electrical/Computer Engineering (

« Industrial Engineering (IE)

« Chemical Engineering (

« Mechanical Engineering (

Course Course Title Credits Eggi;si:i:e“rri‘:g
EGR 135* | Engineering Graphics 4 CEMEEE
EGR 206* | Statics 3 CE |IE ME EE
EGR 207* | Dynamics 3 CE IE ME
cor221 | Beentary Mectanis of 3| ceeme
EGR 231* | Engineering Circuit Analysis 4 EE CE IE ME
EGR 250* | Digital Electronics 4 EE
ECO 111 Principles of Economics: Micro 3 IE

CIS 276* | Introduction to C/C++ Programming 4 EE
CHM 130 | General Chemistry Il 4 ChE
CHM 220 | Organic Chemistry | 5 ChE
CHM 230 | Organic Chemistry Il 5 ChE

*These courses have specific course prerequisites that are not shown above and
may require additional credit hours to be taken by the student.



TRANSFERRING

About Transferring

Students who earn the Associate of Arts or Associate in Science (A.A. or
A.S.) degrees at Rock Valley College before transferring may be granted
junior standing by many baccalaureate institutions considering the
general education requirements are completed. Transfer students
should check early with their transfer institutions and advisors to
ensure they are meeting ALL requirements specific to each individual
institution. A few colleges/universities may do a course-by-course
examination of work from Rock Valley College, and could expect
students to complete some general education courses at their
institution. Students should work together with Academic and Transfer
Advisors, Career Services, or Career & Technical Education Faculty
along with transfer institutions to build a transfer degree program
appropriate for them. As a general rule, earning an A.A. or A.S. degree
is an excellent strategy for transfer.

Students who decide to transfer to another college in Illinois before
they earn an A.A. or A.S. degree will find that IAl-approved courses will
be accepted by most baccalaureate institutions. Transferring without
completing the general education core curriculum may mean that
students must complete the general education requirements at the
four-year institution.

2021 - 2022 RVC COLLEGE CATALOG
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Transferring from RVC

The Academic and Transfer Advising Office at Rock Valley College
offers information about transferring to baccalaureate institutions.
For successful transfer, the following guidelines are recommended
for all students who plan to transfer:

1. Investigate possible career paths at the Career Services, Advising,
and Placement Office at (815) 921-4091, through labor market
information and career interest surveys.

2. Plan RVC course selection with general education and
introductory transfer courses in mind. The Academic and Transfer
Advising Office, (815) 921-4100, can assist in course selection.
Transfer guides for many baccalaureate institutions are available.
Because transfer requirements change frequently, verify all
transfer information directly with the college/university.

For more information, go to: RockValleyCollege.edu/Counseling.

3. Review examples of transfer program course guides available in
various department offices and/or on the college website.

4. Visit the Academic and Transfer Advising Office, (815) 921-4100,
to see available resources: internet access, college-career search
programs, applications, college catalogs, and more.

5. Research possible colleges/universities’academic programs,
entrance requirements, costs, deadlines for applications and
transcript submission, and housing requirements.

6. Study. Since admittance to a college/university is based in part
on the Rock Valley College grade point average (GPA) — it pays to
study. Many students are competing for limited seats in popular
areas of study; your GPA can either limit or broaden career options.

7. Visit campuses as time and resources permit. Virtual tours are
available on the Internet. Many college representatives also
come to campus for “College Night”and throughout the year.

The “college visit schedule”is available at the Academic and
Transfer Advising Office web page.

8. Apply for graduation at Records and Registration at the beginning
of the last semester at Rock Valley College. Even students who are
not planning to attend the graduation ceremony need to apply for
graduation.

9. When applying, send the RVC transcript to the transfer institution via
Online Services at: RockValleyCollege.edu/OnlineServices. Request
transcript to be sent after each semester a grade is posted at RVC.
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NIU & RVC Engineering Partnership

Rockford-area companies need local talent to fill a growing number of skilled
jobs in engineering and technology. Business leaders and the community are
putting their support behind NIU Engineering at RVC, a revolutionary new
program that began in Fall 2016 that lets you earn a Northern lllinois University
(NIU) bachelor’s degree while attending Rock Valley College (RVC).

Students who earn their Associate Degree in Engineering Science (AES) or
Associate of Science (AS), along with the appropriate prerequisite courses,

are able to earn a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering from NIU without having to
leave the RVC main campus. Area businesses provide internship opportunities,

mentoring, and interviews for job openings.

Similarly, students who earn their Associate of Applied Science (AAS)
with appropriate prerequisite courses can earn a B.S. in Technology
with emphasis in Applied Manufacturing Technology online from NIU.
Students take RVC classes during their first two years of the program
and then a combination of RVC classes and NIU classes online during

the second two years.

Guaranteed
Admission
Agreements

Northern lllinois University and the
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign
offer guaranteed admission to eligible RVC
students. Students must meet minimum
credit completion and GPA requirements
to be considered for guaranteed admission
pathways. These guaranteed admission
programs guarantee admission to the
university, not to limited admission or
competitive programs, such as nursing.

For more information, contact the Academic
& Transfer Advising Office at (815) 921-4100.

For more information,
please visit:
RockValleyCollege.edu/
RVCNIU.

Rockford Ready
Agreements

Rock Valley College and Rockford University
have partnered to offer degree completion
programs for students who complete an AAS
degree at RVC and then transfer to Rockford
University to complete a Bachelor of Science
in Management Studies (BSMS). Traditionally,
an AAS degree does not transfer, but this
program allows students to transfer career-
focused degrees, such as an AAS in Business
Administration, into the program. Upon
completion of the AAS degree, students can
earn their bachelor’s degree in as little as 24
months through a combination of hybrid and
online courses.

A similar agreement would allow students
who graduate with an AAS in Computer
Science from Rock Valley College to transfer

to Rockford University to earn a Bachelor of
Science in Computer Science with an emphasis
in Management Information Systems.

Reverse Transfer

Credit

Reverse transfer credit is a program designed
for students who attended a community
college and then transferred to a university
without earning their associate’s degree.
Credits successfully completed at a university
may be transferable back to your community
college and used to determine if these
courses will satisfy any remaining degree
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